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IPMS/USA Support the Troops 

Initiative

The IPMS/USA initiative was established 
to provide model kits, supplies and 
reference materials to our servicemen 
and women serving in combat 
zones, recovering in hospitals, and 
rehabilitating in specialized facilities.
The program is expanding into other 
areas as well. Some local programs 
take place in USO facilities, some are 
centered around active duty personnel 
and are scattered across the country.
The IPMS/USA Support The Troops 
program is still going full-tilt. The 
national program director is Jon Emery. 
Jon is accepting any and all contributions 
and is sharing them with all of the active 
programs around the country.

www.models4troops@gmail.com

Tim Robb - President;  president@austinsms.org

Ron McCracken - Vice-President;  vicepresident@austinsms.org

Aaron Smischney - Finance Minister;  treasurer@austinsms.org

Seth Souza - Secretary;  secretary@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Newsletter Editor;  editor@austinsms.org

Show Coordinator;  showcoordinator@austinsms.org

Mike Gilsbach - Webmaster;  webmaster@austinsms.org

Ben Morton - IPMS/USA Coordinator;  chaptercontact@austinsms.org

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons

Austin Scale Modelers Society (ASMS) is a chartered 
chapter of International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS/
USA). ASMS meets on the third Thursday of each month. 
Anual dues for full membership are $25/individual or $30/
family. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the authors. It is intended for educational purposes only. 

ASMS does not endorse the contents of any article.
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B Y   T I M  R O B B

 Come one, come all and witness the spectacle! 
  Our July meeting will include the unveiling and competition for 
the beautiful ASMS Double Dog Dare traveling trophy.  
You can’t make this up, and you can’t miss it!  History will be made 
before your very eyes and you will be among those who can say “I 
was THERE !”
    The competitors for the 2024 Championship are Vince Hutson 
with a 1/72 Mach 2 kit of the AJ Savage,  Ben Morton with a 1/35 
Academy kit of an M50A1 Ontos,  Ron McCracken with a 1/72 
Mach 2 kit of a C-123 Provider,  Peter Dasso with a 1/72 Unicraft 
resin kit of a Sincao-Nieuport ACA-5,  and Charlie Hauptrief with  
1/32 Revell kit of an Me-109G-6.   
 

See you there and, as always, Go Build a Model!
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Third Thursday each month 
6:30 pm - 8:45 pm

at Mr. Tramp’s Sports Pub
8565 Research Blvd

Austin, TX 78758
No Reservations Neccessary!

ASMS MEETING

HOUSE CLEANING

ASMS Club Dues Are Due!

Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual
or $30.00/family.

You may bring your dues to a club meeting or remit 
same to ASMS, 1928 Dragonfly Loop, Bastrop, TX  

78602.

Monthly Meeting Presentations:

Club Quarterly Contests

Events

Upcoming
Attractions

    

The contest for the 2023 DDD is 
scheduled for  our July meeting 
and will also be the unveiling of 
the traveling Double Dog Dare 
trophy,

July 17- 20 IPMS National Convention
Location: Monona Terrace, Madison, WI

Web Site: https://ipmsusa.org/news-topics/
national-convention

July 27 - Space City Shootout Model Car 
Contest and Scale Automotive Contest
Location: Bay Area Community Center
Event Address: 5002 NASA Road One, 

Seabrook, TX 77586
Website: IPMS/Houston Automotive Mod-

elers Society (IPMS/HAMS)
POC: Marc Havican

Phone: 281-389-1665
E-mail: marc@spacecityfilms.com
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Atlantis’  US Combat Task Force FleetAtlantis’  US Combat Task Force Fleet
by Ben Mortonby Ben Morton

Atlantis Models has, for a while now, been re-releasing various manufacturer’s older kits. As the 
new purveyor of some of the older Aurora, Revell, Monogram and Lindberg molds these kits 
really are tugging at the ole nostalgia thread for many of us.

One of these offerings is a collection of warships from the mid to late 1940’s to the 1950’s:  U.S. 
Combat Task Force Fleet.  This kit began life as a Renwall kit in the late 1950’s. It has been 
passed around a bit (Pyro to Life Like to Lindberg) and now finds itself among the multitude of 
offerings from Atlantis Models.

The kit consists of 
twelve warships. There 
is an aircraft carrier, a 
fast battleship, several 
cruisers and  destroyers 
as well as a few auxillary 
ships.  
One more modern-
era ship is represented 
by the SSB(N) Patrick 
Henry, a fleet ballistic 
missile submarine. or, 
‘Boomer’ to fans of Tom 
Clancy’s writings.
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The complete list is: U.S.S. Washington - battleship
                                  U.S.S. Sullivans - destroyer
                                  U.S.S. Canberra - heavy cruiser                               
                                  U.S.S. Hornet - aircraft carrier
                                  U.S.S. Galveston - light cruiser
                                  U.S.S. Dewey - frigate
                                  U.S.S. Barry - destroyer
                                  U.S.S. Rankin - attack cargo ship
                                  U.S.S. Navarro - attack transport ship
                                  U.S.S. William T. Powell - destroyer escort
                                  U.S.S. Eddy County - landing ship
                                  SSB(N) Patrick Henry - ballistic nissile submarine

These kits, as one might imagine from the scale (1/1200th), are thin on details with many fea-
tures( anchor chains, anchors, anti-aircraft guns, etc.) being molded into the parts.
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That makes them fairly easy to build and this collection could be a great beginner kit for any 
budding ship modeler out there.  Allowing for the age of the molds there is a smattering of 
flash and mis-shapen parts to contend with... nothing that is insurmountable.

These ship models are fun to build and while the lack of detail might put you off there is lots to 
like about this collection of warships.  Any number of ideas sprang to mind as I completed my 
fleet.  Among those are an underway replenishment  diorama, table-top war gaming, a group 
build, or my favorite, a 3D version of the game ‘Battleship’.  Lastly, these petite models might 
make good tests beds for anyone contemplating their first foray into a resin sea scape diorama.  
Better to ‘melt’ one of these into the resin pour than your painfully completed 1/72nd  Schnell-
boot.

USS Hornet
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Atlantis Models does supply a small decal sheet with ship numbers and name plates as well as 
complete carrier deck markings for the U.S.S. Hornet.  An additional bonus treat is the inclusion 
of  some box art (actually bottom of the box art) to help with displaying your completed fleet.

My thanks to Atlantis Models and IPMS/USA for the review copy.

Support Your Local Hobby Shop!  

For those of us who are Luftwaffe fans and historians, the Falke Eins page has been a wealth of 
knowledge for years.  The webmaster is Neil Page who has now taken some of that information 
and published it in a beautiful square bound magazine with 130 high quality pages.    

The focus of this book is the fighters, but it is not limited to single engine fighters.  I found this 
refreshing.  The cover art is a gorgeous painting of a Heinz Bar’s FW-190 doing a low pass over a 
B-17 ‘Miss Quachita’.  This sets the tone of the rest of the volume.  The list of acknowledgements 
reads like a who’s who of Luftwaffe research.  
There are plenty of previously unpublished photos, some in color, that will appeal to the 
modeler and historian alike.  Some pictures are full page pics while others are half page.  The 
quality of the photos is exceptionally clear and very useful.  

Sample chapters include Photo Profiles and personal accounts, as well as, unit history 
summaries.  The very first chapter was intriguing to me and deals with the morale and fighting 
spirit of the fighter arm.  This covers from the early years to the end of the war.  It is eye opening 
and very well written.  This is an insight that isn’t looked at very often.  Why would they keep 
flying?  This chapter answers that question.

Luftwaffe Fighters:Combat on All Fronts Part 2
A review by Floyd Werner
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Fighter Pilot training is covered in the next 
chapter.  Again, this is an often overlooked 
chapter in the Luftwaffe history.  A special pan-
el on training in JG-107 is interesting.  Also the 
Dewoitine D.520 in Luftwaffe service is covered 
as is Wanderzirkus Rosarius.  

A photo essay of the FW-190 on the Eastern 
Front is next up.  A quick overview of JG-1 is 
interesting along with the new photos in this 
section.  
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A pilot profile of Erbo, Graf von Kageneck is 
next.  You get to follow his caeer from pre-war 
to his death in Athens in 1942.

Night fighters of the East are up next.  This is 
not only the twin engine Bf-110 but the He-
111 and Ju-88 used in the night fighter roll.  
Some really unique photos are in this section 
that are sure to motivate the modeler.  

JG-27 is known for its roll in the desert of 
North Africa, however, the unit soldiered on 
until the end of the war.  A chapter dedicated 
to its Defense of the Reich from August 1943 
to May 1944 is up next.  This unit participated 
in both Schweinfurt/Regensberg raids.  There 
are plenty of Bf-109s in this section for those 
who love the airplane like I do. 
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The air sea rescue of fighter pilots is 
addressed as well.  This vital mission is often 
overlooked and what it meant to the pilots 
of the Jadgwaffe.  Photo essays of Ju-88G-1 
and FW-190s of JG-51 Stabs are included.  
A pilot profile of Heinz Zimmer who went 
from mechanic to being a fighter pilot is very 
interesting.  

You can see that this volume really runs the 
gambit of the Luftwaffe fighter arm.  Every 
type of aircraft is shown in the photos from 
the basic FW-44 to the advanced Me-262 and 
everything in between.  Day and night fight-
ers are covered equally.  I personally can’t 
wait for future volumes in this series.  
Excellent research, beautiful photos as well as 
personal stories.  This really is a great over-
view of the Jagdwaffe.  

Highly recommended

Thanks to Neil Page for the review copy.  You 
can obtain yours on Amazon or various eBay 
sellers.  
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Here’s this month’s featured 
products from Lion Heart.

1/48 Supermarine Spitfire 
Mk.XVI ‘High Back’
 
Warhammer Underworlds: 
Deathgorge

Jokkmokk: The Winter Market

1/100 Gundam MG Guncannon 
Detector
1/100 Gundam MG Narrative 
Ver.Ka.
1/144 Gundam HG Black Knight 
Squad Rud-Ro A

5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640, 

(512) 504-3404

10:00 am – 06:00 pm
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What’s Up wid 

You?
ASMS/Bill Delk sponsors an on-line 
ZOOM meeting with whoever wants 
to join us to talk about models and 
life. It happens almost every Sunday 

at 4:00. 
Contact Bill Delk to have him send 
you a link to be able to get into the 

meeting. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Bill Delk’s e-mail address 

Falconfyredeuce@gmail.com.

This month’s meeting was a good one. Jackson 
Hunter gave us a great presentation on the 
Slap Chop method of painting miniatures. 
The club tried a new format for the meeting 
in that the contest/presentation portion of the 
meeting is now presented first.

Jackson shared some of his WIP’s and his 
completed models with the group.
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If you’re not familiar with the term Slap 
Chop, it refers to being able to quicly paint 
up a set of wargaming figures. The method 
sacrifices quality for quantity in order to 
paint up a great deal of figures in a short 
amount of time.
There are a number of tutorials on Youtube 
explaining the method.

Bobbie Wilson shared her Voltron Black Lion.

Joaquin Ridgell shared his Egg Man with the 
group.

Mike Gilsbach brought in his 1/24 Kemo 
Blowfish piloted fighting suit.
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Tim Robb brought in two models. The first was 
a 3.7cm Antitank gun complete with crew. The 
second was an F4-J.

Vince Hutson brought in an in-progess 
Spitfire.

Rick Herrington brought in his Gort model 
re-creating a scene from Forbidden Planet.

Mike Lamar brought in 4 of his completed 
projects including a 1/144 FW-190D9.
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Last up in the column is Matt’s Tie Fighter. 
Matt tricked out the Bandai Kit with aftermar-
ket photo etch. His model won first place in 
the Sci-Fi contest.

Thanks to everyone that shared their work.
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Dave Edgerly has been experimenting with a 
product to use for his clear coats including 
dipping his canopies. It’s called Quick Shine 
multi surface floor shine. 

Dave likes the result so far both for an 
overall clear and a canopy dip.
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New and In View Aircraft
by Ron McCracken

Old Rumors and New Kits

Offerings for July include two new-tool kits along with a wide selection of re-pops some of 
which include new parts or new decals. Revell has adopted a theme for their re-releases, aircraft 
of the “Red Bull” demonstration group.

1/35th Scale:
Trumpeter has announced a new-tool UH-1B Huey



Page 20

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner July 2024

1/48th Scale:
Eduard has re-released their Bf 109G-6 Erla in a Weekend Edition kit with four markings 
options.

Eduard has re-released their Spitfire Mk.XVI High Back in a Profipack Edition with six 
markings options for either the standard or high back canopy.
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HobbyBoss has announced a new-tool Bf 109E-3 in JG54 “green hearts” markings.

ICM has re-released their Beaufort Mk.I with alternate armament parts for a bombing raid rather 
than a torpedo raid.



Page 22

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner July 2024

ICM has released a combo kit of two US Aerial Target Drones (the KDA-1 and BQM-34A), 
which had previously been issued as separate kits.

The Flying Bulls are a commemorative/demonstration team that fly a variety of aircraft carry-
ing their distinctive “Red Bull” insignia. Revell has re-issued four 1/48th scale kits in the 25th 
Anniversary markings of this organization:
•AH-1F Cobra     • B-25J Mitchell      • F4U-4 Corsair      • P-38G Lightning
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1/72nd Scale:

Eduard has released their P-51D Mustang kit in a Dual Combo Royal Class version, with 14 
markings options.
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Fine Molds has re-released their F-4EJ Kai Phantom II in 302SQ markings.

Hasegawa has re-released their B-47E Stratojet in 100 BW markings, with new parts for the 
Rocket-Assisted Take-Off (RATO) units sometimes used on these aircraft.



Page 25

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner July 2024

Hasegawa has re-released their F-16C Fighting Falcon in Ace Combat 7 “Skies Unknown” 
markings.

Hasegawa has re-released their Kawanishi H8K2 Type 2 Model 12 flying boat in 901st Flying 
Group markings.
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Revell has re-released a Tornado 50th Anniversary Twin Pack, no further details known.

1/144th Scale:

Academy has re-released their Boeing 737 in ‘Columbian Air Force’ markings.
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Revell has re-released their A321-200 in Condor’s distinctive striped markings.

And there you have it for July. Go build a model!
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Shipping News Shipping News 
by Rick Herringtonby Rick Herrington

Ahoy mates! Lots of re-pops this month along with a few new items. Aoshima has five releases 
in 1/700 for us starting out with HMS Norfolk. This is a welcome release. You may recognize 
her from the Bismarck chase.

Next from Aoshima is the IJN I-19 submarine.
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Next from Aoshima is the IJN Destroyer Fuyutsuki

Aoshima is releasing a sub depot ship the Taigei
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Last from Aoshima is the light cruiser IJN Oyodo

Fujimi is relasing the IJN heavy cruiser Tone as she looked during Operation Shoichi Go.

Last in 1/700 scale is a release from Vee Hobby the USS Houston a US light cruiser.
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Moving on to 1/350 scale Dragon is up first with their release of the US destroyer Laffey.

Next in 1/350 is Border Models IJN Yamato.
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Tracked Topics
By Panzer Lehr

Finally in this mont’s column Trumpeter is releasing the US Carrier Midway CV-41.

Howdy tread heads! A good month for releases especially for you 1/16th scale fans. Let’s start off 
with 1/72nd scale. IBG is up first with a British armored car DAC Mk II.

Vespid has an A-34 Comet Mk 1B
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Meng has a great new release in 1/72, a US M142 Himars. This looks like a gem.
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Moving on to 1/35 Dragon is up first with 
what else, a Tiger 1. This one is labelled as 
Operation Ochsenkopf.

ICM has a couple of new releases for us. The 
first is a Ukrainian Leo 2A6 with crew. 
Apparently this is Revell’s Leo kit with new 
crew figures added.  

The second release from ICM is a Kfz 70 with 
an MG 34.

MiniArt has a couple of new ones for us. The 
first is a Puma witha Luchs turret.
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Next from MiniArt is a Sdkfz 234 with a 75mm 
gun.

Two re-releases from Italeri, an A model Panther 
and a Carro Amato P-40.

RFM is releasing a JLTV (Joint light tactical 
vehicle) which from the pictures looks great.
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Moving on to shelf buster scale four new 
releases in 1/16th scale. The firs two are from 
Dragon, an SAS Raider 4 by 4 (Europe) and 
an SAS 4 by 4 Desert Raider (LRDG)

Gecko is releasing a British Universal Carrier

Finally, Trumpeter is releasing a King Tiger 
Porsche turret.
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IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We’ve got 
some great modeller’s in this area and 
you can help the mother organization to 
flourish by submitting an article to the 
Journal.
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7801 N. Lamar Blvd.,  Ste B169, 

Austin, TX 78753

(512) 836-7388

kinginfo@kingshobbyshop.com

http://www.kingshobbyshop.com

Something for Everyone!
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Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

 IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and 
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim 
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now 
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local 
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows 
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a 
member to visit the shows or attend the club 
meetings!

     With IPMS/USA Membership, you will 
receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six 
times a year - it includes features on all 
modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor, 
automotive, ships, figures - you name it! You 
will also find listings of IPMS contests, swap 
meets, hints and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate 
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-
ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held 
each summer. As a member, you’ll also be 
able to access our online Discussion Board, 
where a wide variety of modeling topics are 
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other 
serious modelers for help with questions 
about modeling techniques or the Society in 
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/
USA Members.

Visit us at:  http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at:  http://www.shopipmsusa.
org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your 
membership application/renewal, please con-
tact the IPMS/USA
Officer Manager at    manager@ipmsusa.org

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA

Membership Application / Renewal Form

New � Renewal � IPMS#: _____________

Name: __________________________________________________

______

Address: _________________________________________________

_____

City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: 

_____________

Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: 

______________________________

Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________

Junior (17 years or younger) � $17.00 Date of Birth _________

AduIt One year � $30.00

Two years � $58.00

Three years � $86.00

Canada & Mexico � $35.00

Foreign Surface � $38.00

Family � Adult fee + $5.00

# of cards? ___

Your Signature: ______________________________________

If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:

Name: _______________________________ IPMS #: ______

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

Cash � Amount: ____________

Check� Check #: ______ Amount: ____________

Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:

� Local model club

� Friend

� Ad in IPMS Journal

� Facebook

� Ad in other magazine

� Internet search

� IPMS web site

� I’m a former member rejoining

� Other ____________

Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA

P.O. Box 1411

Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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Austin’s premier source for 
comics and gaming.

2438 W. Anderson Ln, 

Suite B-1 

Austin, TX 78757


