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BY TIM ROBB

Hello Modelers.

We have a good meeting lined up for this month. Our presentation will be from Jeft
Erp on gunship aircraft.

At this meeting please bring your short list of kits on the shelf of doom area of your
workbench for our Procrastinator Challenge selection. Put your name on your card
and we will pass the cards around. Someone will select for you the kit you are to fin-
ish for the Challenge and pass your card back to you. The Procrastinator Challenge
quarterly contest will be held at our September 27 meeting so that is the target date to
finish your model.

Our March meeting will see our second of the three year series of Started by
Milton Challenge quarterly contests. So please have one of your started by Milton
kits finished for the March 22 meeting. We will later display these models to honor
Milton at our Nov. 9 Capitol Classic Model Contest. Quarterly contest 1st, 2nd, and
3rd place winners receive gift cards from Lionheart Hobby and Games. X

Go Build a Model!
Tim
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ASMS MEETING

D, Events
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Fourth Saturday each month RiverCon 14 - 2025
at 11:00 AM Sh £ LA
No Reservations Neccessary! reveport,
March 15, 2025

Austin Northwest Recreation Center
2913 Northland Drive
Austin, TX

ASMS Club Dues Are Due! Club Quarterly Contests

o Procrastinatoe Challenge -bring your short list
Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual

of kits on the shelf of doom area of your work-

o 530.00/family. . . bench for our Procrastinator Challenge selec-
You may bring your dues to a club meeting or remit tion. Put your name on your card and we will
same to ASMS, 1928 Dragonfly Loop, Bastrop, TX pass the cards around. Someone will select for
78602. you the kit you are to finish for the Challenge

and pass your card back to you. The Procrasti-
nator Challenge quarterly contest will be held at
our September 27 meeting

Monthly Meeting Presentations:
Gunship Aircraft by Jeff Erp.
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This SPAD XIII model kit is from Suyata, a Chinese company. They have several different lines of
which these ‘fun planes’ are a part. (There is also a DRI kit available.)
They produce armor kits, mostly in 1/48th scale, as well as some ‘fun ships’ and insect models. I

can't speak to their other offerings but this kit features press-fit assembly. It was fun, straight for-
ward build.
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The base represents a gaming card from a table top aerial combat game, Wings of War. The various
symbols on the card represent a particular aircraft arc of fire, given and received damage, and maneu-
verability. And of course, direction of travel.

Bio: Frank is a long time member of IPMS/USA and after some extensive travel, via sailboat, is now
back on dry land. Previously, Frank was a editor of a nation-wide, renowned chapter newsletter and
now serves as resident curmudgeon for a local Texas chapter of IPMS/USA.
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Detail and Scale’s E=8o

bysEloydWerner:

The P-80, America’s first jet fighter, was too late to see action in WWII, even though four aircraft
were deployed to England and Italy in the last month of the war. The story of the P-80 is nothing
short of remarkable. Designed by Kelly Johnson and his team in less than 150 days this revolution-
ary aircraft ushered in the US Jet Age. It was time that Detail & Scale took a look at this aircraft.

I've grown to love the digital copies of these books. There is so much that you can see with the
ability to blow up the photos. You can see the detail in such clarity I've occasionally tried to ‘en-
large’ photos from regular books, only to realize that you can’t. The other thing is that all my Detail
& Scale books are with me wherever I go on my iPad. There are other advantages too, not the least
is the lower price and more photos for that price compared to the printed volume. In this case the
printed version has 10 pages with 250 (180 color) photos and 12 profiles. In the digital version,
there are 155 pages with over 250 photos. So you get more for less. Win-win.

This publication covers the history all the way from the prototype to the QF-80o drones, there is a lot
of information in here. Both the Air Force and Navy/Marine versions are covered. The highlight
here was a photo of the two P-80s flying over Mt. Vesuvius. There is a lot of tidbits of information
on the record setting P-8os, including the Cleveland Air Racers. The development and subsequent
changes are
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Each variant is given its own chapter, starting with the XP-8o. This is a really cool looking aircraft
with its medium green and light grey paint scheme, not your usual OD/NG. Built in less than 150
days without an ejection seat, this little airplane was literally hand made. Called the Green Hornet
and later as Lulu Belle this aircraft was built in 143 days. Lucky for us it is still visible at the
National Air & Space Museum.

The XP-80A version was painted overall Pearl Grey and was just beautiful. Slightly larger than the
prototype, this version had different intakes and would upgraded as the flight envelope was pushed
further and further. This variant was the first to fly over soomph.

The YP-80A were the first pre-production models|and the test bed for the photo recon variant.
JATO testing was also conducted on this version. These were the four that were sent to the ETO,
two to England and two to Italy.

SHOOTING STAR HISTORY

SN 4485464 was @ PA0-5-LO, and # was the persanal aireralt af Coloae! David Schilling in Septumber 1947 whon he
cammanded the 56 Fighler Group. Colonal Bhilling wis an sce with the 56 FG ouring World War ¥ whan the greup
wars oquipped with P-4T Thunderbaits. His taily of anrial victories was painfed on the loff side of the fuselage of this
Sbonllﬂv Star. At this time, the Peart Glny paint scherne had been discontinued, and some P-80As were painted sitver
Inntuad, (onard Coflection v NMUSAF]

The major dosign fedtues of the P-80/F-B0 Shoating Star are Hlustraled i this photograph of P-80A, S/N 44-85231, as it
undergaes an engina change. The intermal armamant and radio gear wore located insida @ bay in the nose section with
large panels an each side tha provided access in much the same way Kalty Johnson had dosigned the nose section of
tha P-38 Lightning. The J13 jet angine was accassed by remaving the sntive tail saction from the fussiage. The cockpit
was covornd by a threo-section windscroen and a bubble cancgy that provided sxceliont ali-around visibitity for the
pilot. The wings and ol surfaces were siraight with a conventional sirfod design. Overall, the Shoeoding Star was a very

straight farward and simple design, and this haipod spoed its deveiopmant. (Self Coffection)

Prioe I wnd during Wiord War i, Garmany contusisd n
signifieant amount of ressarch into e s of ges lrbing be-
@nes to power miilary aircraf, Addiliorally, they eaploned the
aamdymamics thal woukl alow aicnaf (o idly boraefit from the
higher pesdfarmance these new engines. wauld be able to pro-
duge. Although soveral et aircrall wore Bown by the Garmans
i Warld War ||, primariy sxperimantally, the mast significant
was the he 262 which became the first jet fighter to mach og-
arational status.  Powanod by two acial-flow turbajol angings
mounied under the wings, the Me 262 had ue‘fulmml. ot
excoaden avon B best propelisr-driven fightests

(Grmarl Britain also produced the Gloaber Mat
carne e onty Alied jut fighter % reach fuly operational sta.
tus during Warkd Wair Il It was. powared by two Rols Royee
Weland contritugai-fiow jot engines mourded 1 tho wings.
Muteors entered serice with i Royal Air Forcr's Numbar
16 Sauadron, with the first missions boing fown in labe July
1944 Inifialy, they were Lsad 1 countar the threal of German
-1 Buze Bomes,

Tha Linited] States was aleo working on turboje! progulsion
dunng the war, but lagged far bahind the Gaemans and the
British, Bell Alroraft developed the XP-53 Amacaml, but it kad
a lop speid of only 388 miles-pes-hour, and in 8 fy-off-againag
a P4T0 Thurdarbak and a P-38J Lighinng, It had proven fo
e infericat t bath propeber-deiven fighters. As & result, follow-

v-lurJ1 bvu

st only uked i sl Aircralt 85 A raingits

In May 1943, wihpe Mo wganey for ihe developmont of 3
ek fighter thal could malch the Me 262 and Glaster Meteor bo
came sppanant 1o o commandar of i L, 5. Army A Foeg-
s, Goneral Henry M. “Hap Amokt. he called on Clarence |
“Kelly” Johreon at Lockheed bo quickly design and produce the:
protobype for what would bocome America's first sporational
|t fighter. Johason had previously duwrmd the radically dif-
fanant P38 Lighining. an aircralt that far axcosded athar fight
&1 in perfarmance when it became cperatonal, and he had &

it

buiit, mndl delivared o the u:.MF within 150 @ays of #he con.
tract baing wigned. This sesrmed like in impossis sk, bu
Jdohnsan sakd ha could do & # ghven il control of o project
Warking with his hand-picked tenm in & building located in
& saciuted Area At Lockhead. Johraan Sesigrad the srcrf.
ot the mockun approved, and had the pratotype, designated
th XP-80, Built by hand and reacy for deliviry in 143 diys.
banting the 150-doy deadiire. This foat wes accomplabed
in larpe pant by keeping the design simple and sEng proven
featuros as much as posstle. The bipgest issue was fhe -
inie Wt was jo b mounted in the lusetage. There were no
|ut ngras i the Unibed Stales that could power ihe aircral
80 the Americons umed to the Britah bo obtain 0 Hadlord H-1

FB0A-1-LO, SN 44-05043, was wtxigrnad 10 the 334~ Fightoe Squackon of the 4~ Fighter Group n 1940, @y thia time,
to F-B04, The pifat prabe fad beon delated fro the leading edge af thn
Il"l'fcl]'ﬂll and a Imil.”.-ﬁl\l.ul‘l probe had beer added under the nose. Nate that this akreraft was painted i sitver
tacggurer, rather than being natural metal. (Roxek)

g thma XF-530A peototypos and thirten YP-59A pro-produc-  poworpinet
tine arcralt, onby fifty P-50As and P-558s were built, and they Mor the engine arived on November 2, 1943, 0w
4

A ol fusalage Mash adarme s F-804 assignad to the Asrofers Sight demonsiration team ar Willisms Air Farce Basa,
Arizona, in 95T, Note the tean's T=20 in the background.  (Wenand Colleciion via NMUSAF}

2

P-80A, later know as the F-80A, were the aircraft that were operational. They still did not have
ejection seats fitted but had standard bucket seats with the pilot sitting on the survival kit and
wearing a backpack type of parachute. One aircraft that stands out to me in this chapter is the
CO of the 56th Fighter Group, Col. Dave Schilling. It is quite colorful. There are some unique
test aircraft in this chapter as well.




F-14A,

FP-80A, RF-80A, & RF-80C
Ag —

SPRUE EXAMINER

The first jat powerad tactical reconnalssance aircralt to enter sorvice with tha U. 5. Alr Force was the RF-B0A. This was
a rather simple and straight-forward modification that replaced the standard nose and its six .58 caliber machine guns
with a longer and larger nose to house cameras and their associsted equipment instead. A pilo! assigned to the 160
Tactical Reconnaissance Squadran of the 117 Tactical Recannaissance Wing af Neububerg Air Base, Germany, poses
with a K-17 aevial camera in front of an RF-80A In May 1352, ([Bell Colloction)

Will spered baing the best dolense for an unarmird tact-
cal reconnaissance aircrafl, the USAAF was quick ta davelop
a photegraphic reconnaissance version of its first jet fighter
The urguncy with which the USAAF wanted to develop a ol
powered tactical reconnalssance aircralt was illusirated by the
Tact that the second YP-BOA (just the fifth Shaoting Star pro-
duced) was converted o an inital photo recon prodotype and
designated the XF-14. At that tme, the USAAF was using F

The gun sight was removed from RF-80As, and it was ro-
placed with the control and indicator panel for the camera
equipment The installation of this panel alse necessital-
od the rearrangemont of some of the Instrumants and gag-
os. (NMUSAF)

40

&5 b5 diesig for @ i alraraf
The XF-14 ratainad the sama nose as the oihar XP-B0As, but
maunts for twe vertical cameras werm installed in place of the
machine guns and their armament

The XF-14 was destroyed in a crash in Docembor 1944,
but this did not end of even slow the development of a re-
connasssance variant ol the Shooting Star. P-B0A-1-L0, SN
44-B5201, was converted as an improved prototype and desig-

P-B0A-1-L0, 5N £4-85201, was converted fo serve as tho
type for the photo reconnaissance version of the
Shooting Star. After the lengthened and modified nose
was (nstalled, USAAF representative, LiCol. Matos, in-
the prototype which was initially designated the
XFP-B0A. (NMUSAF)

February 2025

Althaugh Jet fighters became operational in relatively limited numbers with the Luftwaffe and the Royal Air Force during
World War li, and two YP-80A Shooting Stars had very bricfly flown visual reconnaissance missions in italy in 1945,
the iKorean War was the first conflict that saw exfensive use of jof fighters. The U. 5. Air Force, Navy, and Marines alf
operafed considerable numbers of fef fighters of different fypos in Karea along with their photographic counlerparts.
Twa F-80C Shooting Stars of the 80” Fighter Bomber Squadran of the § Fighter Bomber Group are in the foreground
of this photo, while Navy FOF Panthers are visible in the backgrourd. At the far end of the line of Panthaers s a Marine
F30 Skyknight night fightor. (NMUSAF)

The Korean War began on June 25, 1850, when traaps
of the Nomn Korsan Pesple's Army (NKBA) invaded South
Koren to asserl North Korea's claim 1o be the sole |egimate
gevernment of (e anire Korean peninsula. At that Tme, tha
Far East Air Farce (FEAF ) comprised the U. 5. Alr Force pres-
ence In the Weslern Pacific. The FEAF included the Fifth Al
Force with headquarters in Japan, the Thineenth Air Foros
basnd in the Philippines, and the Twontieth Air Force with units
an Guam and Okinawa, Most of the fighter unils assigned
1o the FEAF were oquipped with F-B0C Shooling Stars. al-
though there were several squadmns of propelier-driven F-82
Twin Mustangs thal performed the missian of al-weather air
dofense. Addtonaly, one F-51 Musteng squadron fram the
Royal Austrafian Alr Force was aitached to he Fith Al Force

By Juna 1850, most of the L. S Navy's camerbased
lighter squadrons had converled to FBF Panthers and F2H
Banshess, and Marine fighter squadrons were also operst.
Ing these two types of jot fighters when the hostilites began.
Azcordingly, the Alr Force's Shooling Stars and he Navy's
and Marines’ Panthers and Banshoes meant that the Amer-
ican fighters initially committed to the United Natons forces
wira pradominately [of types. Asthe war continued, additional
typess of jat hghters wara added (o the offart, including the F-84
Starfirs to replace the F-82 Twin Mustang and, maost nolably,
thir F-86 Sabro by the L. 5. Alr Force. The Marines aiso ads.
ed the FI0 Skyknight to thi confict as an all-wealther night
fightes. Afler the Soviets and Chinase imarvened, the MiG-15
Fagot was a major et fighter partisipant in the war. ‘Wit this

46

ver-increasing Influx of jel fighiers, the Korean War became
1ha first war in Pislory whie jat Sghten were used oxtensively
and in far greater numbers than propeller-driven fightees,

Inktially, the response by fhe L, S, Alr Foroe's F-800 units
was made by the Fifth Air Forse. A beoakdown of these units
was a8 follows, all of which wete based in Japan

B" Fightor Bomber Group with the 35" FBS, 36* FBS_and
BO™ FBS based ai tazuke AB

35" Fighter intercaptor Group with the 3% FIS, 40" FIS
and 41 F|S based at Yokota AB

49" Fighter Bomber Group wilh the 7" FBS af Misawa AB
tha 87 FBS ot Ashiya AB, and tha 3° FBS ot ltazike AB

|t should be noted that the 18 Fightor Bomber Group, as-
signad W0 the Twanlieth Air Force in the. Phiippines, did not
se8 any acton In Korea with thelr F-BOCs, however, two of its
aquadrona converied (o F-510 Mustangs and did see combat.
whille the (e squadion remained at Clark AB to provide de-
fanse. Further, while the F-80C squadrons of tha 51" Fighter
Interceptor Group, assigned to the Twentioth Air Foroe and
based on Okinawa, did not immadiately see combat in Korea,
twa of the group's squadrons would soon jein the Shooting
Stars of the Fifth At Foroe fying messions againg! the com-
muniEls

W will bpoik at the paricpation of the sach of the varous
Shootling Star units separately,

The F-80B was the first variant with an ejection seat. Again some test aircraft are interesting,
including upward firing variant, ala German night fighters in WWII. More German influence is
shown with the prone pilot aircraft. Very unique looking. This version was an interim until the
final variant the F-80C. This variant has some of the more colorful marking options though.

The P-80R photo recon version is shown including the aircraft flown by Col. Boyd setting the
world speed record.

With the P-80C the Shooting Star went to war. Every version as they progressed got bigger and
more powerful engines. All F-80Bs were upgraded to this standard. Equipped with wing tip
tanks and underwing pylons and occasionally rockets, the P-80C was very capable ground at-
tack aircraft, but even though it was utilized in the fighter interceptor role it didn’t excel here.
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49" FIGHTER BOMBER GROUP

The mr canopy was replaced
with an electrically-operated unit
that could be identiffed by # falting
that extended from the

aft ond of tho framework. It wis
retrufitiod o axisting Shoofing
Stars as evidonced on thin F-804- S
10-LO. For the F-80As that had
the andonna wire, the replicement
canopies hod the cpening for the
wire, and the sense antenna way
Aot presoal. The Now Capy was
alsa rotrofitted to RF-80s. (G: Bal

o

The 49° Fighter Bomber Group was the second unil equipped with F-B0Cs (o fly combal missions in Korea, jolning the
§ FBG during the first days of the war. The 49 FBG included the 7+, &, and 9° Fighter Bomber Squadrans. Initially
fying missions from bases in Japan, lter In the war the 45 FBG operated out of Taegu Alr Base in Korea, Here, F-80Cs
from the 49° FBS head home following a mission sgains! communist targets. Note the Misawa tanks on the wing tps.
(NMUSAF)

The 497 Fighter Bomber Groug, consisting of the 7, 87 In late Soptombor, after the successiul landngs. at Inchon,
and B Fighter Bomber Squadrons, was the second F-BOG  the 48° FAG mawed from JJapan 1o Taegu Alr Base (K-2), near
graup o fly combal missions during the war, joining the E°FBG e southarm Up of South Korea, and within the Pusan Perimea-
anly a day later on June 27, 1850 Normally basod al Misawa  ler, where it conlinued oparations with its Shooling Stars for &
AB, tha unit was away partcipating in Bn exercise when the  lew rrore months until June 1951 That manth, B group Sran-
North Karesns myacies. 1t was immediately ordersd 1o ncke  sioned to the F-84 Thunderel As thes transition took place.
AB 10 join with the 8" FEG and begin combat operafions. Ils  the group's F-B0Cs were transferred 10 other F-80C urits 1o
first squadron |0 266 action was the 0™ FBE which few ils fiesl  replace arcrall losses. Tha marked The introdustion of the
sorties on June 27 Two days Later, it achieved s first perial  F-B4 into the conflict, and from this paint in tima, the number of
victory when 1Lt Wiliam Norris shot down an LA-T while cov-  F-B4Es and F-84Ge continued 1o ncrease. wile the number The aow to F-B08s and sarly F-80Cs that had the original manually-aparat-
ering the evecuation of U 5. personnel st Kimpo AB of F-BOCS gecrased o canopy, mnmmmmmn sinndard for fate production F-50Cs. This eonopy did have the senge snfenne

wimbedded into it This mmdmhmmrn #hown hore en an F-80C-T0-LO. (G, Baltor Caflection]

-
The canapy on the F-80C that is displayed at the U 5. Alr Force Armament Mussum is simply placed an top of the
fuselage aff of the cockpli, and It Is not connected io Ms ralls inside the cockpit. This places ife canopy farther aft on
top of the fuselage than it would be on an operational aircraft. However, these two photographs ar included 1o show
o dataits of the rails aft of the seal that wars part of e mechanism on which the canapy maved fore gnd aft as wel]
as the structure inside the aft oad of the canopy: The sarall yelliow item seorn in the photo af left is the manual canopy
- - — — rolnase. (Both, Kinzey)

The 49" Fighter Group insignia is just visible on the open gun bay door of this F-80C as i undergoes an engine change 63
at Tasgu Air Base in 1951, The bive marking on the nose indicates assignmani fo the 7 Fightor Bombar Squadron.

Anothor alrman stands on one of the ammunition boxes a5 he checks out the radio gaar at tho aft end of the pose com-

partment. (Boll Collection)

5

The Navy/Marine TO-1/TV-1 are also covered in a separate chapter because there is that much
difference between the Air Force variant. While used for the Navy, other than test aircraft, the
Shooting Stars were never used on carriers. They were quickly replaced by Panthers and Ban-
shees and relegated to training units.

The RF-80 photo recon and QF target aircraft in all its variants is covered in the last develop-
mental chapter.

The combat history of the Shooting Star in Korea where it performed admirably as a fighter
bomber is covered. D&S breaks the chapter down by looking at all the units that used the
Shooting Star in that conflict. The Shooting Star was the first jet to shoot down another jet,
despite being outclassed by the MiG-15. The units are accompanied with excellent profiles and
photos. This chapter has some dirty jets with some neat personal markings. Larger drop tanks
were introduced to increase range, along with JATO to assist in getting the heavily laden jets
off the runway. This section also offers a lot of diorama ideas for the modeler. Included in this
section are the 8oth Fighter Bomber Group (FBG), 49th FBG, 51st Fighter Interceptor Group
(FIG), and 35th FIG. Interesting the F-80Cs scored seventeen aerial victories, but their primary
mission was that of ground attack. Recon Shooting Stars are also covered as their role was also
very important during the war.

Page 11




The second type of fuel tank fo be cartied under the

wing Bps was manisfactured by Fistchor § had 2 much mome
polnted nese than the arlginal fanks, and it was mada in fhree secilons with iho confor seciion being cylinddical in
shape. One is soen here undor the right wing tip of Baird Martin's (1o whom this book is dedicated) F-80C In Koroa 2

the Shooting Star is being refieled. Note the open filfer cap on the tank. (G, Balzer Collection)

Tha short renge of the Shooting Star i1 Kores led to a moditication of the Flutcher tank te incrosse the amount of fuel

that could be carrfed. M most cases, fwo axira candar

to the 80° Fighter Bomber Squadron. With these tanks, tho fodal fuol capacity was increased by 230 pallons (110 pak-
Tans i1 each tank), thus significantly axtending the range and loltor time of the aircralt, This modification nn‘ nm

weve added io the tank, as seon on this F-80C assi)

ovaluated unofficially in 1949, prior fo the war, but it had newer boen approved. Once the war in Karea began, a
the F-80s having o operate from Japan in most of the sarly months, Genaral Earle Pariridge, the

mmmnw-gg-
of the Fifth Al Force, authorited the use of theso tanks. They bocame known as ihe Misaowa tanks, bocause they al-
iawed F-B0Cs to oporate mora effectively from Misawa and other bases in Japan. However, care had (o be taken whils
pulling "G forces diring marewvars with the much heawier tanis when significant amaounts of fusl remadned i them

{G. Batrar Callection)

In some cases, only one cenler section was
agided to the standard Fletehor fank fa increase
tha amownt of fuel that couwld boe carried.  This
became more practical as the F-80s began fo
oporsto from bades an tho Koroan peningaild.
With omly fwo conter sections, the fanks odid ot
have the severs “G" limits that the tanks with

the thres center sections did. However, the M- =—CIRRSE

sawa tanks with the three center sections were
far more common during the Karean War. Hers,
pround crew persomel attach & tank with two
canter sactions fo the right wing tio of & Shoot-
ing Star.

MODELERS SECTION

A conuiderable nwmber of scale modeis of the Shosiing Star have been issved in aif standard modofing Scafes from
1/144" through 132 scate, athough none af them are truly excoptional. In this phato, the Oriods 11144 scale
F-BOBIC Is 14p tront o the 0f1 af confer. Just bahind i¥, fram left fo right, are tho Afls F-80C which has boen backdated
o a P-BA, the Gran Lid. F-80C, and the Sword RF-B0A, afl i 175 scale. Behind theot is the classic Manogram F-80C
i TAF™ scalo which romains the bes! kit of the Shootng Star in any scale. [Kinney)

Mate: Egch voiurss in the Defad & Scals Senes fus 3
Mudedors: Section in the back of he Book whern wa discuss
an review the dpction-moided plaac ke of the subisct i
crnft. Resin kits wil be inciudied i they 1o ho Ondy opSionse in 8
v scale or fir & specific vaviant af lhe aircralt, Al standard
scofey s inciuded, Highlhts, Bnitatians, sng recommonda.
Honn are preided wih rosoer 45 whish Kits in pach ok M
ihe best o the scaie modelr, Modelirs showkd sompars e
fentires of @ ot fo The deiaded phoiographs i (e book jo de-
larming fow sccuralnly and sty fay s pmserded,
Tho modeler can then decke what, f any. work fo wadnelnke
- ohance the appearance of the model

GENERAL COMMENTS

Moduis of the P-50F-80 Shootng Star have beer resased
in oil of ther slandard modeling scales Trom 1144" theough
1742, aitfaugh there has fover bean @ iy culstanding kit
In any scain. Sormn kits ar quite old. haning been initilty .
lomsed ducates age. And while each ol hy scales an repne.
e, the rumsar ol kis e aach an vary imiled, Of the ki
il can be considared by the serous scele modeler, there has
iy bean one kit in 1/144" scale, and whie there have bean
fen in 172 scaie, ono i quite oA and Ta other twa werw
limited production Kits hat ae Fo Songer avoilakie. n 188"
neale, e initiaty 1977,

a8 anice model if the modeler tnkes lime (o sdivess s spues.
Givon the histoncal impartanoe of the Shooling Star as the first
104 fighter ta antar operalicns 36rice wih the L. 5. Air Foroa,
we hape that botter kits of # wil be reloased n the Situe in all
standacd modeling sciies

OLDER KITS

VWhan the Shooting Star became operaticral snd then saw
comba in the Karean War, injecton moided paslic kits wers
in thair infamcy, Je1 aircrafl weve ull the raga at Bt Bma, ang
e P-BINF -0 woans I tuitrjoct of severad clder waod and popst
hits, sobd wood dits, and tha new plastic models. Among the
companes Sal produred fhe first P80 modess were Gulinw's
Maircraft. Strombockar, ang Comat. Trim Modal Progucss re-
lessed B small 105" scaln plastic kit of & P-80 in 1957, and
it wars subsoquently issued by Lindbarg, Regikits, Sunil, and
Mecomina, Bt the best ke, and the one trat would remain
o i markat the longasl, was rekeased by Lindborg in what
was approomatoly 1467 scale. Tocsy, ol of these oider kits
harve value erfy 1o kit cobiectars. and they carmol be consid
ered na bultable by serous scabe modeiers. Bociuse of the
oy wall Pk rovim o aso witR B sscophon of the Lindberg
it Becaus it has bean reieased ralnlively recontly. we s
inctuding some tral review commuonts about 1 in s OLDER

st accurate. bl it hed sorme it probioms and s no knget
In pmidistion. Forbunasely, i s 0asy 10 find on onine suction
siloa and at model shows. The cumant HobbyBoss kits of tha
F-80 and RF-8 in 1/48™ scsl leave a kot 10 bo dosiaed whon
1t Gormws 40 accuracy. |n 1/32 stale, only os ki fin teen e
Insasesd, alithough # has. been issund under twn afernt abets
" pemsans Bom chatengon % Bulkd, bul it con b comessted

0

KITS

Oonginaly roisasog by O in 1947 and agasn in 1948, thes
Kt indtially appoaned under Mo Lindbeeg label in 1953 whslo
0 war i Karon was in 3 inal year it has boon micased
o lirss Nince then, with o most necant aue Eaing
in 2018 in & combinaton Wt wih on F04C Slarfrn. ¥ was also
rolnased i 1560 by 4 company caliod Sund. Like most uits
o the arly-io-med 18508, induding B ofhar madels of he
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The next section is one that Detail & Scale
excels at, the detail section. Starting in the
cockpit, the various versions are shown.
Canopy, fuselage, wings, landing gear,
armament, pylons, tail, and engine are all
covered. The captions highlight all the
pertinent information. This section is worth
the price of admission for the modeler alone,
but wait there is more.

The section that sets Detail & Scale apart from
the other walk around books is the inclusion
of the Modeler Section. D&S builds the cur-
rent models and gives you comments on what
is right and wrong with each one. Not only do
they tell you what is wrong they tell you how
to fix it, if it can be. Models from 1/144th to
1/32nd are covered. The F-80 has been kitted
by a lot of manufacturers. Lots of motivation is
in this section.

So with that the ‘book’ is done. If you've seen
any Detail & Scale books you will know what
to expect from this publication. You will not
be disappointed. This is THE book to get if
you want to model the F-8o. The text,
including the captions, are very informative
The photos are gorgeous. In this digital book
you can blow them up and even print them
that size. The profiles are inspirational and
include a lot of colorful and historic aircraft.
This is another great reference book from
Detail & Scale. I can’t wait for their new P-51

books.
Highly recommended

Thanks to Detail & Scale for the review copy.

Page 12
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ABIA project update by Bill Zych

Just wanted to give everyone an update on what is going on out at ABIA. For those of you who were
at the January meeting, the club voted to purchase the missing aircraft for the display that were
identified by Ron.

If I recall the count is close to a dozen aircraft that will need to be acquired and built. Ron has
already noted that he is not going build all of them so we will need volunteers to build these once
they become available.

Talking about volunteers, there are some other needs for this project. I have setup dates for the rest
of the year for conservator trips to the airport and wanted to share them in hopes of getting folks to
raise their hands and come out for one of these.

These dates are all on Friday afternoons with a start time of around 1pm and typically lasts about
two hours. Parking at the airport will be taken care of if you bring in your parking ticket. Looking
for at least one, maybe two individuals per date. Any more than that and we will be stepping on each
other.

Here are the dates for this year: 3/21, 5/2, 6/13, 7/25,9/12, 10/24, 12/12

Another thing that could use a hand is doing some research. The current thought is that all these
aircraft might possibly have a page on the US Air Force Museum website. We have talked about
collecting these links and then providing airport visitors with a barcode that can be scanned so that
they can learn more about the aircraft.

The last project is the conservatorship aspect. The airport staff would like us to create some kind of
documentation/log for each model. For the exisitng some of the details may be non-existent, but for
the new ones capture details right down to who built it for the history.

If anyone is interested in helping out with this project, please see me at a meeting or contact me via
e-mail at williamzych@gmail.com.
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Here's this month's featured
products from Lion Heart.

P-51 Mustang in Detail & Scale
Part 1

Capcom Monster Hunter

Archon Studio D&L Dragons:
Freyr

1/144 Gundam HG R0O4 Blitz

5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640,
(512) 504-3404

10:00 am - 06:00 pm

February 2025

MUSTANG

PART 1: NA-73X THROUGH P-51A -THE ALLISON-ENGINED VARIANTS

in detail & scale

by Bert Kinzey
and Haagen Klaus
art by Rock Roszak
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What's Zfp wid

You?
ASMS/BIll Delk sponsors an on-ine
Z00M meeting with whoever wants
to join us to talk about models and
life. It happens almost every Sunday
at 4:00.

Contact Bill Delk to have him send
you a link to be able to get into the
meeting.

Everyone is welcome.

Bill Delk "s e-mail address

Falconfyredeuce@gmail.com.

. ENREP Y]

Let’s start off with the winner of the white
elephant trophy...Jan Latham!
Congratulations!

Another great meeting with lots of super
models. The roving white elephant trophy
was presented to it's new custodian Ian
Latham..

Kevin Hutchison shared some photos of his
1/9 zcale Zundapp build.




SPRUE EXAMINER February 2025

- .
i . -

Scott Holmes brought in his dragon which
started out as a letter opener that he found at a
gift shop.
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Bill Zych shared his Tamiya 1/35 Tiran 5 build.

T —
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Tim Robb shared his Hasegawa 1/48 A6M8 Zero Second from Mike is Trumpeter’s Canadian
type 54 conversion. AVGP Cougar in 1/35 scale. Mike did this one
in a UN scheme.

Rick Herrington brought in a Lindens by Koto-
Mike Gilsbach shared two of his builds with the bukiya. Rick sculpted the hair with Epoxe putty.

group. The first was a Tamiya F4U-2 Corsair
night fighter.
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Fred Wang shared two builds with us. The first Bryce Parsley shared his Bandai MG 1/100
was a Shrimp Nigiri by Syuto Seiko. Barbatos.

Chris Chany brought in a scratch built set of
petroleum tanks.

The second was a Freedom Gundam 2.0 from
Bandai in 1/100 scale.

Gene Myers 1/20 scale Honda F1 car by Tamiya
was voted best model this month. Gene tricked
out the engine by adding 3D printed parts and
adding all the wiring to it.

Great work Gene.
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That’s all for
this month, go
build a model.
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Old Bumors and Vew Rits

%mm%?n fz«&wﬂ/t/b ﬁ%f

by Ron McCracken

February has a lot of reissues on offer, but only a couple of truly new-tool items. One of these is a
DeHavilland Beaver in 1/48th from Dora Wings. The other is a MH-60L Black Hawk from ICM. For
fans of racing planes, AMP has re-popped most of their Schneider Cup racers, in both 1/48th and
1/72nd scale. No joy at all for the large-scale fans this month, I'm afraid.

1/48th Scale:
Airfix has re-released their Bf 109E-3/E-4 with new decals.

MESSEHSGHMITT Bﬂ09E 3IE 4

MODEL KIT = MAGUETTE A MONTER = MODELLBAUSATZ » MODELLD A SCALA = BOUWMODEL = MAGUETA PARA MONTAR = PLASTBYGGSATS * RAKENMUSSARIA = MODELD PARA CONSTRUIR = MODELBYGGES/AT = ZYNAPMOAOTOYMENC MONTE
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Airfix has re-released their Tomahawk Mk.2 with new decals.

GURTISS TOMAHAWK MK.II

MODEL KIT = MAQUETTE A MOKTER * MODELLBAUSATT * MODELLO A SCALA * BOUWMODEL * MAQUETA PARA MONTAR « PLASTE AKENNUSSARIA = MODELD PARA CONSTRUIR * MODELBYGGESAT *

AMP has re-released their entire series of Schneider Trophy racers:
. 2020 MC.72 Schneider Trophy racer.
. 2019 Piaggio-Pegna PC.7 Schneider

. 2019 Supermarine S.5

. 2023 Supermarine S.6 with some new parts

. 2023 Supermarine S.6A with some new parts
. 2023 Supermarine S.6B

Piaggio-Pegna P.c.7

dNV

LN IYaoeln

=

Marip Castoldi's I\ | '_“'|
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i = B Great Wall has re-released their A-10C Thunder-
SUPErMarInens 5 bolt IT in “Blacksnake” (Indiana Air Guard) mark-
ings.

Sl

Dora Wings has released a new-tool L-20A/U-6A
Beaver.

{ i - i /as
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT | ATTACI( AIHGIIAFI' Lag29

Hasegawa has re-released their F-2A in 8AW
JASDEF 70th ANNIVERSARY markings.

Eduard has re-released their Fw 190A-5 in a
Weekend Edition - remember, these kits
typically do not have photo-etched parts or
masks

E=3 Mitsubishi F-2A 8AW J.A.S.D.F. 70th ANNIVERSARY" E

TR T T Lamyzdury,

Hasegawa has re-released their T-4 in 13 FTW
JASDEF 70th ANNIVERSARY markings.
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ICM has released a new-tool MH-60L Black Hawk.

MH-GOL Black Hawk ACa

Weds ian e Lest

US Special Forces Helicopter

Italeri has re-released their P-38] Lightning, with decals and alternate parts for the F-5 photo-recon
variant, the “Droop Snoot” variant, and the P-38L Pathfinder variant (as well as a couple of P-38]’s).
Kinetic is re-releasing their F-16D (two-seater) in Thunderbirds markings.
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Meng is re-releasing their EA-18G Growler with
new decals and parts.

e = ) TeRL ——
ke i S mri bt 5
r ol

=

Trumpeter is re-releasing their Mi-35M Hind with some new parts for the E version.
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1/72nd Scale:
Airfix has re-released their Meteor FE.8/FR.9
with new decals.

GLOSTER METEOR F.8/FR.9

MODEL KIT = MAQUETTE A MONTER * MODELLBAUSATZ = MODELLD A SCALA * BOUWMODEL « MAQUETA PARA MONTAR « PLASTBYGGSATS * RAKENMUSSARIA = MODELO PARA CONSTRUIR = MODELBYGGESET « IYNAPMOAOMOYMEND MONTEAQ
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Amodel has also re-released their JRM kit in
two versions: a JRM-1 Marshall Mars in USN
markings, and a JRM-3 Hawaii Mars in
fire-bomber color scheme.

AP Martin JRM-1 Marshall Mars

AMP has re-released their Piaggio-Pegna PC.7
Schneider cup racer.

e SHIPS FROM

USA
SCHIEIDERS

TTOrppit A '

Piaggio-Pegna P.c.7 | 172

72015

WE SHIP SAME DAY s

AMP has also re-released their Supermarine S.5
Schneider cup racer.

TR —

Clear Prop! Has re-released their DH.88 Comet
in colors/markings for the MacRobertson
Trophy air race.

GAINVAQY

Hasegawa is re-releasing their EA-18G Growler
in VAQ-134 markings.
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Eduard has re-released their Bf 109G it as a Bf 109G-10 WNF in a Profipack Edition with six mark-
ings options.

~—
..."‘ - ,—a:

Bf 109G 10 WNF/Dlana scate 1/72

Hasegawa has re-released their SR-71 as a YF-12C Blackbird loaned to NASA in 1971.
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1/144th Scale:
Revell has re-issued their Bf 109E and Ju 87B

Stuka in a model set.

Modelsvit has re-released their Mirage 2000 as
a Mirage 2000B, with new parts.

Modelsvit has re-released their Mirage 2000 as a Mirage
2000C, with new parts.

Revell has re-issued their Spitfire Mk.la and
Huricane Mk.I in a model set.

Revell has announced a new-tool F-35A
Lightning II.

Revell has re-issued their Tornado IDS/GR.1 with

new decals.
b =

LEVEL
0 MR

Well, that’s it for February. Holidays are over, get busy and
build a model!

Page 30
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Shipping News

byiRickiHerrington

Ahoy mates! A good deal to get to this month so let’s get started with 1/700. I Love Kit has two
releases for us, the first is the DKM Bismarck. The second is HMS Hood as she was in 1941.

Both of the base kits in these were previous Trumpeter releases. Both are still the best boxed
kits of these two ships yet.

.
with Detail Un Set. IRSGErman) BismarckiBattieshipii941

s

% mwum -260mm  Beam: Bamem ."-tﬂm 20
'H GMWMMOM”
u... mmuuwpuhm

I7Z00}SCALE]

i) = . -~ . g
BESHERER, s .« Please Keep this packaging since it contains impartant information i% E 1E§§ § Eﬁ §u Hm
rimhm (RN x1Gpcs (any -

Mazal Ports

Dretiniiod waie kil for goult colacion io owomihs Achumt Mmoot May vory fram mapge an box WAINING| Nt for childeen under 3 yean due fo mmall parm A ARPEN. PETSUTOMEN, 25 ERENTTMa TR

— Kit)

- Langth:374.7,mm Boam:AT.E mm Parts: 480+pes

BXAHFERIST, FIRE. Please Keep this packaging since it contains important information. =~ —s=s ﬁ g RIBEFEHESMNIICFEAN

Dwiaikad scale ki hor ooult collacion to omssmble \ Aciual model moy vany Iom image o Do, \ WARNING! Mol for chilchen unce: 3 yean due 0 small parts. \ W AR, ERIUUT LR, 0 S I e

Page 31




ASMS SPRUE EXAMINER February 2025

Aoshima is up next with HMS Jupiter. Aoshima is alao releasing the IJN light cruiser
Katori.

I, wATER LINE sEries IREEREEE 2 h Di—P=FS U= No.38Ba
& 1l Em ESANE WM (ir D)
{ 1 (R'Al] JAPAMESE LIGHT CRUISER
o

IIIITSIISIIIMII WE e a5 e)

Next from Aoshima we have a pair of Japanese
gun boats.

Pit Road has five releases for us starting off with the
US Heavy Cruiser Vincennes.

The IJN light cruiser Kashii is next from

Aoshima. Next up from Pit Road is the US Carrier Essex
(CV-9)

US Navy Alrerait Carrier CV-4 “ESSER”

wie CV-9LEY 2 A
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Pit Road is also releasing the US BB West Virginia.

USS Battleship BB-48 "WEST VIRGINIA 19417

ae " BB-48 Y7L A b '7 7— _7 1941

Pit Road is re-releasing their fine kit of the DKM Graf Spee. This is the early version as she looked
during her service in the Spanish Civil War.

German Navy Panzer Schiff "ADMIRAL GRAF SPEE 1937"

| BPRIINTT=T Y an- 193]

- -0 W wm
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Pit Road is also releasing HMS Repulse in he 1941 configuration.

2| Sorem 1% lszﬂiﬁ L TR wvbz 1941 B

Dragon is releasing a USN Dock Landing Ship, the USS New York.
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Back to Aoshima who are releasing the IJN Carrier Amagi and the JMSDF Ashigara.

Da=F=34 2% U= No.225
BFEEREDE (HFE)
14N, AIRCRAFT CARRIER
#SOORLAG LS HELPTLAL ¥ SOCN 14 TEARS O a0t

% AT
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“ Ny Yy—5-514vYU—X No.022
T R ASHIGARA & L 15
J M.S.D.F. DEFENSE SHIP

& WODELING BRILLS MELFFUL IF UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE

Z Ill[]’ll-’ﬂﬂl!ﬂlllllllll‘l‘ PR.23
l.llll'l’l-SllllT!li! llll'l' P

FLOATING-BRIDGE PIER L

@ S el
+TYPE1I92Z & TYPE192A HARBOUR TUGBORT

Noarng: teishee piar = __"',_"-—'__-_‘.__.‘ aad
+MULTIFUNCTIONAL BOAT PR.23370 e '
& ANTI-SABOTAGE BOAT PR.21980 i, BBt A
(8 SHIPS INCLUDED) R SR Sk
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Fujimi is up next with two IJN Carriers, the Hiryu and the Shokaku. Both kits include crew figures.

Border Models is releasing the IJN Yamato as she looked in 1945. This one includes 3d printed

parts.
 YAMATO — . . j

IMPERIAL JAPANESE NAVY BATTLE SHIP '. {

AEERGROBE - s .

April 7 1945
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Last in the column is a 1/200 scale Mikasa from I
Love Kit.

WHE=REGERET
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(tacked (opics

By Panger Letyr

Good pickins” for the small scale (1/72) tread MENG
heads this month. Ace is up first with an Italian
105mm field piece.

Cannone dalD5/28 (w/carrello elastico trailer)

MENG

Next from Ace is a Russian Tiger M with a
Kornet-D rocket launcher.

Meng has 2 for us, an M2A3 Bradley Busk III and
a Merkava 4.

U.S. INFANTRY FIGHTING UEIIII!IE = m

M2A3 BRADLEY u}/nuéli im
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Panther KF51 l ]
German Main Battle Tank 2
BERERBEEKIG1RY y MODELS
w1

Paint Option 1

isnaen main sarrie ank MERKAVA MK.AM
W/TROPHY ACTIVE PROTECTION SYSTEM

a2
Paint Option 2

B3
Paint Option 3

(1/72 RN

Item No. Vs720029

Moving on to 1/35 scale AFV has two new ones for
us, a Husky Mk 3 and an German M110AG.

AV
CLLB
ST
' AF35




SPRUE EXAMINER February 2025

Magic Factory has a kit of the US’s latest and
greatest the M1o Booker.

ZEEYHE®ESMI0

2008

U S-VehlcleM10 BOOKER
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MiniArt is releasing a German 3 ton cargo
truck

ITLARGD TRUCK 3,6-365

MID PROD

35002

100% NEW TOOL 1/35SCALE

RFM is releasing an M109A7y

|
M109A7 PALADIN ‘e s ece

51.Kfz.234/3 WITH

2cm SCHWEBELAFETTE 38

YK D is releasing a type 97 Japanese truck.

Tamiya is releasing a French H39 Resin kit

TYPE 97 JAPANESE TRUCK

ISUZU TX40
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Moving on to shel buster scale (1/16) Das Werk
is up first with a Leopard 2A7.

I Love Kit is releasing an MA38

That’s all that fits
this month. Un-
til next go build a
model!
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IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We've got some great modeller’s in this area and you
can help the mother organization to flourish by submitting an article to the Journal.

s

o s 3
<; Ty B,
NG &
S s R
% ok T
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. . . ‘ By

A i 3 Byl AR E AN AR ANy
houltie wel documente with high resolution nhotos
= =\ Sendinquiresto: ipms-@ipmsusaory
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Central Texas
Scale Modeling Society

CTSMS
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Something for Everyone!
Hobby

Modeling With You
Since 1973

7801 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste B169, | | [
Austin, TX 78753 =
(512) 836-7388

kiginfo@kingshobbyshop.com
http://www.kingshobbyshop.com




IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a
member to visit the shows or attend the club
meetings!

With IPMS/USA Membership, you will
receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six
times a year - it includes features on all
modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor,
automotive, ships, figures - you name it! You
will also find listings of IPMS contests, swap
meets, hints and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-
ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held
each summer. As a member, you'll also be
able to access our online Discussion Board,
where a wide variety of modeling topics are
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other
serious modelers for help with questions
about modeling techniques or the Society in
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/
USA Members.

Visit us at: http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at: http://www.shopipmsusa.
org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your
membership application/renewal, please con-
tact the IPMS/USA

Officer Manager at manager@ipmsusa.org
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Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA
Membership Application / Renewal Form
New X Renewal X IPMS#:
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone: E-Mail:

Chapter Affiliation, if any:

Junior (17 years or younger) K $17.00 Date of Birth
Adult One year X $30.00

Two years K $58.00

Three years ¥ $86.00

Canada & Mexico K $35.00

Foreign Surface X $38.00

Family X Adult fee + $5.00

#ofcards?
Your Signature:

If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:
Name: IPMS#
PAYMENT OPTIONS:

Cash X Amount:

CheckX Check#:_ Amount:

Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:
X Local model club

X Friend

X Ad in IPMS Journal

X Facebook

X Ad in other magazine

M Internet search

X IPMS web site

X I'm a former member rejoining

X Other

Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA
PO.Box 1411
Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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[Dracons L AR
{EoMIcsE &F,kN:r.kSX

Austin's premier source for
comics and gaming.

%ﬂnﬁg MAGIC THE GATHERING FINAL FANTASY 2438 W. Anderson Ln,
GAMP: JUNE STH-13TH
-9 DAYS- Suite B-1
TN\ O MINIS SKIRMISH mr. JUNE 23RD-2TTH
FRIDAY: Austin, TX 78757
POKEMON TCG CAMP: JULY 14TH-18TH

12-5PM

™
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Endnotes




