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IPMS/USA Support the Troops 

Ini琀椀a琀椀ve

The IPMS/USA ini琀椀a琀椀ve was established 
to provide model kits, supplies and 
reference materials to our servicemen 
and women serving in combat 
zones, recovering in hospitals, and 
rehabilita琀椀ng in specialized facili琀椀es.
The program is expanding into other 
areas as well. Some local programs 
take place in USO facili琀椀es, some are 
centered around ac琀椀ve duty personnel 
and are sca琀琀ered across the country.
The IPMS/USA Support The Troops 
program is s琀椀ll going full-琀椀lt. The 
na琀椀onal program director is Jon Emery. 
Jon is accep琀椀ng any and all contribu琀椀ons 
and is sharing them with all of the ac琀椀ve 
programs around the country.

www.models4troops@gmail.com

Tim Robb - President;  president@austinsms.org

Ron McCracken - Vice-President;  vicepresident@austinsms.org

Aaron Smischney - Finance Minister;  treasurer@austinsms.org

Seth Souza - Secretary;  secretary@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Newsletter Editor;  editor@austinsms.org

Show Coordinator;  showcoordinator@austinsms.org

Mike Gilsbach - Webmaster;  webmaster@austinsms.org

Ben Morton - IPMS/USA Coordinator;  chaptercontact@austinsms.org

ASMS O�cers & Chairpersons

Aus琀椀n Scale Modelers Society (ASMS) is a chartered 
chapter of Interna琀椀onal Plas琀椀c Modelers Society (IPMS/
USA). ASMS meets on the third Thursday of each month. 
Anual dues for full membership are $25/individual or $30/
family. The views expressed in this newsle琀琀er are those of 
the authors. It is intended for educa琀椀onal purposes only. 

ASMS does not endorse the contents of any ar琀椀cle.
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B Y   T I M  R O B B

Hello Modelers.

   We have a good meeting lined up for this month.  Our presentation will be from Je� 
Erp on gunship aircra�.
    At this meeting please bring your short list of kits on the shelf of doom area of your 
workbench for our Procrastinator Challenge selection.   Put your name on your card 
and we will pass the cards around.  Someone will select for you the kit you are to �n-
ish for the Challenge and pass your card back to you.  �e Procrastinator Challenge 
quarterly contest will be held at our September 27 meeting so that is the target date to 
�nish your model.
     Our March meeting will see our second of  the three year series of Started by 
Milton Challenge quarterly contests.   So please have one of your started by Milton 
kits �nished for the March 22 meeting.  We will later display these models to honor 
Milton at our Nov. 9 Capitol Classic Model Contest.  Quarterly contest 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd place winners receive gi� cards from Lionheart Hobby and Games. �

Go Build a Model!
Tim
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Fourth Saturday each month 
at 11:00 AM

No Reserva琀椀ons Neccessary!

Aus琀椀n Northwest Recrea琀椀on Center 
2913 Northland Drive

Aus琀椀n, TX

ASMS MEETING

HOUSE CLEANING

ASMS Club Dues Are Due!

Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual
or $30.00/family.

You may bring your dues to a club mee琀椀ng or remit 
same to ASMS, 1928 Dragon昀氀y Loop, Bastrop, TX  

78602.

Monthly Meeting Presentations:

Club Quarterly Contests

Events

Upcoming

Attractions

Procrastinatoe Challenge -bring your short list 
of kits on the shelf of doom area of your work-
bench for our Procrastinator Challenge selec-
tion.   Put your name on your card and we will 
pass the cards around.  Someone will select for 
you the kit you are to �nish for the Challenge 
and pass your card back to you.  �e Procrasti-
nator Challenge quarterly contest will be held at 
our September 27 meeting 

Gunship Aircra� by Je� Erp.

RiverCon 14 - 2025
Shreveport, LA
March 15, 2025
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Suyatas’ Spad XIII
by Frank Seibert.

�is SPAD XIII model kit is from Suyata, a Chinese company. �ey have several di�erent lines of 
which these ‘fun planes’ are a part. (�ere is also a DRI  kit available.) 
�ey produce armor kits, mostly in 1/48th scale, as well as some ‘fun ships’ and insect models. I 
can’t speak to their other o�erings but this kit features press-�t assembly. It was fun, straight for-
ward build.
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�e base represents a gaming card from a table top aerial combat game, Wings of War. �e various 
symbols on the card represent a particular aircra� arc of �re, given and received damage, and maneu-
verability. And of course, direction of travel.

Bio: Frank is a long time member of IPMS/USA and a�er some extensive travel, via sailboat, is now 
back on dry land. Previously, Frank was a editor of a nation-wide, renowned chapter newsletter and 
now serves as resident curmudgeon for a local Texas chapter of IPMS/USA. 
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Detail and Scale’s F-80Detail and Scale’s F-80
by Floyd Wernerby Floyd Werner

�e P-80, America’s �rst jet �ghter, was too late to see action in WWII, even though four aircra� 
were deployed to England and Italy in the last month of the war.  �e story of the P-80 is nothing 
short of remarkable.  Designed by Kelly Johnson and his team in less than 150 days this revolution-
ary aircra� ushered in the US Jet Age.  It was time that Detail & Scale took a look at this aircra�.

I’ve grown to love the digital copies of these books.  �ere is so much that you can see with the 
ability to blow up the photos.  You can see the detail in such clarity I’ve occasionally tried to ‘en-
large’ photos from regular books, only to realize that you can’t.  �e other thing is that all my Detail 
& Scale books are with me wherever I go on my iPad.  �ere are other advantages too, not the least 
is the lower price and more photos for that price compared to the printed volume.  In this case the 
printed version has 10 pages with 250 (180 color) photos and 12 pro�les.  In the digital version, 
there are 155 pages with over 250 photos.  So you get more for less.  Win-win.

�is publication covers the history all the way from the prototype to the QF-80 drones, there is a lot 
of information in here.  Both the Air Force and Navy/Marine versions are covered.  �e highlight 
here was a photo of the two P-80s �ying over Mt. Vesuvius.  �ere is a lot of tidbits of information 
on the record setting P-80s, including the Cleveland Air Racers.  �e development and subsequent 
changes are 
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Each variant is given its own chapter, starting with the XP-80.  �is is a really cool looking aircra� 
with its medium green and light grey paint scheme, not your usual OD/NG.  Built in less than 150 
days without an ejection seat, this little airplane was literally hand made.  Called the Green Hornet 
and later as Lulu Belle this aircra� was built in 143 days.  Lucky for us it is still visible at the 
National Air & Space Museum.

�e XP-80A version was painted overall Pearl Grey and was just beautiful.  Slightly larger than the 
prototype, this version had di�erent intakes and would upgraded as the �ight envelope was pushed 
further and further.  �is variant was the �rst to �y over 500mph.  

�e YP-80A were the �rst pre-production models and the test bed for the photo recon variant.  
JATO testing was also conducted on this version.  �ese were the four that were sent to the ETO, 
two to England and two to Italy.  

P-80A, later know as the F-80A, were the aircra� that were operational.  �ey still did not have 
ejection seats �tted but had standard bucket seats with the pilot sitting on the survival kit and 
wearing a backpack type of parachute.  One aircra� that stands out to me in this chapter is the 
CO of the 56th Fighter Group, Col. Dave Schilling.  It is quite colorful.  �ere are some unique 
test aircra� in this chapter as well.
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�e F-80B was the �rst variant with an ejection seat.  Again some test aircra� are interesting, 
including upward �ring variant, ala German night �ghters in WWII.  More German in�uence is 
shown with the prone pilot aircra�.  Very unique looking.  �is version was an interim until the 
�nal variant the F-80C.  �is variant has some of the more colorful marking options though.  

�e P-80R photo recon version is shown including the aircra� �own by Col. Boyd setting the 
world speed record.  

With the P-80C the Shooting Star went to war.  Every version as they progressed got bigger and 
more powerful engines.  All F-80Bs were upgraded to this standard.  Equipped with wing tip 
tanks and underwing pylons and occasionally rockets, the P-80C was very capable ground at-
tack aircra�, but even though it was utilized in the �ghter interceptor role it didn’t excel here.  
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�e Navy/Marine TO-1/TV-1 are also covered in a separate chapter because there is that much 
di�erence between the Air Force variant.  While used for the Navy, other than test aircra�, the 
Shooting Stars were never used on carriers.  �ey were quickly replaced by Panthers and Ban-
shees and relegated to training units.  

�e RF-80 photo recon and QF target aircra� in all its variants is covered in the last develop-
mental chapter.  

�e combat history of the Shooting Star in Korea where it performed admirably as a �ghter 
bomber is covered.  D&S breaks the chapter down by looking at all the units that used the 
Shooting Star in that con�ict.  �e Shooting Star was the �rst jet to shoot down another jet, 
despite being outclassed by the MiG-15.  �e units are accompanied with excellent pro�les and 
photos.  �is chapter has some dirty jets with some neat personal markings.  Larger drop tanks 
were introduced to increase range, along with JATO to assist in getting the heavily laden jets 
o� the runway.  �is section also o�ers a lot of diorama ideas for the modeler.  Included in this 
section are the 80th Fighter Bomber Group (FBG), 49th FBG, 51st Fighter Interceptor Group 
(FIG), and 35th FIG.  Interesting the F-80Cs scored seventeen aerial victories, but their primary 
mission was that of ground attack.  Recon Shooting Stars are also covered as their role was also 
very important during the war.  
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�e next section is one that Detail & Scale 
excels at, the detail section.  Starting in the 
cockpit, the various versions are shown.  
Canopy, fuselage, wings, landing gear,
armament, pylons, tail, and engine are all 
covered.  �e captions highlight all the 
pertinent information.  �is section is worth 
the price of admission for the modeler alone, 
but wait there is more.

�e section that sets Detail & Scale apart from 
the other walk around books is the inclusion 
of the Modeler Section.   D&S builds the cur-
rent models and gives you comments on what 
is right and wrong with each one.  Not only do 
they tell you what is wrong they tell you how 
to �x it, if it can be.  Models from 1/144th to 
1/32nd are covered.  �e F-80 has been kitted 
by a lot of manufacturers. Lots of motivation is 
in this section.

So with that the ‘book’ is done.  If you’ve seen 
any Detail & Scale books you will know what 
to expect from this publication.  You will not 
be disappointed.  �is is THE book to get if 
you want to model the F-80.  �e text, 
including the captions, are very informative 
�e photos are gorgeous.  In this digital book 
you can blow them up and even print them 
that size.  �e pro�les are inspirational and
 include a lot of colorful and historic aircra�.  
�is is another great reference book from 
Detail & Scale.  I can’t wait for their new P-51 
books.  

Highly recommended

�anks to Detail & Scale for the review copy.
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ABIA project update by Bill Zych
Just wanted to give everyone an update on what is going on out at ABIA.  For those of you who were 
at the January meeting, the club voted to purchase the missing aircra� for the display that were 
identi�ed by Ron.  
If I recall the count is close to a dozen aircra� that will need to be acquired and built.  Ron has 
already noted that he is not going build all of them so we will need volunteers to build these once 
they become available.  
Talking about volunteers, there are some other needs for this project.  I have setup dates for the rest 
of the year for conservator trips to the airport and wanted to share them in hopes of getting folks to 
raise their hands and come out for one of these.  
�ese dates are all on Friday a�ernoons with a start time of around 1pm and typically lasts about 
two hours.  Parking at the airport will be taken care of if you bring in your parking ticket.  Looking 
for at least one, maybe two individuals per date.  Any more than that and we will be stepping on each 
other.  
Here are the dates for this year:  3/21, 5/2, 6/13, 7/25, 9/12, 10/24, 12/12
Another thing that could use a hand is doing some research.  �e current thought is that all these 
aircra� might possibly have a page on the US Air Force Museum website.  We have talked about 
collecting these links and then providing airport visitors with a barcode that can be scanned so that 
they can learn more about the aircra�.
�e last project is the conservatorship aspect.  �e airport sta� would like us to create some kind of 
documentation/log for each model.  For the exisitng some of the details may be non-existent, but for 
the new ones capture details right down to who built it for the history.
If anyone is interested in helping out with this project, please see me at a meeting or contact me via 
e-mail at williamzych@gmail.com.
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Here’s this month’s featured 
products from Lion Heart.

P-51 Mustang in Detail & Scale 
Part 1
     
Capcom Monster Hunter

Archon Studio D&L Dragons: 
Freyr

1/144 Gundam HG R04 Blitz

5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640, 

(512) 504-3404

10:00 am – 06:00 pm
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What’s Up wid 

You?
ASMS/Bill Delk sponsors an on-line 
ZOOM meeting with whoever wants 
to join us to talk about models and 
life. It happens almost every Sunday 

at 4:00. 
Contact Bill Delk to have him send 
you a link to be able to get into the 

meeting. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Bill Delk’s e-mail address 

Falconfyredeuce@gmail.com.

Let’s start o� with the winner of the white 
elephant trophy...Ian Latham! 
Congratulations!

Another great meeting with lots of super 
models. �e roving white elephant trophy 
was presented to it’s new custodian Ian 
Latham..
 Kevin Hutchison shared some photos of his 
1/9 zcale Zundapp build.
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Scott Holmes brought in his dragon which 
started out as a letter opener that he found at a 
gi� shop.
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Bill Zych shared his Tamiya 1/35 Tiran 5 build.
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Tim Robb shared his Hasegawa 1/48 A6M8 Zero 
type 54 conversion.

Mike Gilsbach shared two of his builds with the 
group. �e �rst was a Tamiya F4U-2 Corsair 
night �ghter.

Second from Mike is Trumpeter’s Canadian 
AVGP Cougar in 1/35 scale. Mike did this one 
in a UN scheme.

Rick Herrington brought in a Lindens by Koto-
bukiya. Rick sculpted the hair with Epoxe putty.
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Fred Wang shared two builds with us. The first 
was a Shrimp Nigiri by Syuto Seiko.

�e second was a Freedom Gundam 2.0 from 
Bandai in 1/100 scale.

Bryce Parsley shared his Bandai MG 1/100 
Barbatos.

Chris Chany brought in a scratch built set of 
petroleum tanks.

Gene Myers 1/20 scale Honda F1 car by Tamiya 
was voted best model this month.  Gene tricked 
out the engine by adding 3D printed parts and  
adding all the wiring to it.
Great work Gene.
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That’s all for 
this month, go 
build a model.



Page 22

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2025

Old Rumors and New Kits

New and In View Aircraft
by Ron McCracken

February has a lot of reissues on o�er, but only a couple of truly new-tool items. One of these is a 
DeHavilland Beaver in 1/48th from Dora Wings. �e other is a MH-60L Black Hawk from ICM. For 
fans of racing planes, AMP has re-popped most of their Schneider Cup racers, in both 1/48th and 
1/72nd scale. No joy at all for the large-scale fans this month, I’m afraid.

1/48th Scale:
Air�x has re-released their Bf 109E-3/E-4 with new decals.
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Air�x has re-released their Tomahawk Mk.2 with new decals.

AMP has re-released their entire series of Schneider Trophy racers:
• 2020 MC.72  Schneider Trophy racer.
• 2019 Piaggio-Pegna PC.7 Schneider
• 2019 Supermarine S.5
• 2023 Supermarine S.6 with some new parts
• 2023 Supermarine S.6A with some new parts
• 2023 Supermarine S.6B
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Dora Wings has released a new-tool L-20A/U-6A 
Beaver.

Eduard has re-released their Fw 190A-5 in a 
Weekend Edition – remember, these kits 
typically do not have photo-etched parts or 
masks

Great Wall has re-released their A-10C �under-
bolt II in “Blacksnake” (Indiana Air Guard) mark-
ings.

Hasegawa has re-released their F-2A in 8AW 
JASDF 70th ANNIVERSARY markings.

Hasegawa has re-released their T-4 in 13 FTW 
JASDF 70th ANNIVERSARY markings.
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ICM has released a new-tool MH-60L Black Hawk.

Italeri has re-released their P-38J Lightning, with decals and alternate parts for the F-5 photo-recon 
variant, the “Droop Snoot” variant, and the P-38L Path�nder variant (as well as a couple of P-38J’s).
Kinetic is re-releasing their F-16D (two-seater) in �underbirds markings.
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Meng is re-releasing their EA-18G Growler with 
new decals and parts.

Trumpeter is re-releasing their Mi-35M Hind with some new parts for the E version.
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1/72nd Scale:
Air�x has re-released their Meteor F.8/FR.9 
with new decals.

Amodel has re-released their EMB-110P-2 with Royal Mail Special Services markings.
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Amodel has also re-released their JRM kit in 
two versions: a JRM-1 Marshall Mars in USN 
markings, and a JRM-3 Hawaii Mars in 
�re-bomber color scheme.

AMP has re-released their Piaggio-Pegna PC.7 
Schneider cup racer.

AMP has also re-released their Supermarine S.5 
Schneider cup racer.

Clear Prop! Has re-released their DH.88 Comet 
in colors/markings for the MacRobertson 
Trophy air race.

Hasegawa is re-releasing their EA-18G Growler 
in VAQ-134 markings.
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Eduard has re-released their Bf 109G it as a Bf 109G-10 WNF in a Pro�pack Edition with six mark-
ings options.

Hasegawa has re-released their SR-71 as a YF-12C Blackbird loaned to NASA in 1971.
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Modelsvit has  re-released their Mirage 2000 as 
a Mirage 2000B, with new parts.

Modelsvit has  re-released their Mirage 2000 as a Mirage 
2000C, with new parts.

Revell has announced a new-tool F-35A 
Lightning II.

1/144th Scale:
Revell has re-issued their Bf 109E and Ju 87B 
Stuka in a model set.

Revell has re-issued their Spit�re Mk.Ia and 
Huricane Mk.I in a model set.

Revell has re-issued their Tornado IDS/GR.1 with 
new decals.

Well, that’s it for February. Holidays are over, get busy and 
build a model!
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Shipping News Shipping News 
by Rick Herringtonby Rick Herrington

Ahoy mates! A good deal to get to this month so let’s get started with 1/700. I Love Kit has two 
releases for us, the �rst is the DKM Bismarck. �e second is HMS Hood as she was in 1941. 
Both of the base kits in these were previous Trumpeter releases. Both are still the best boxed 
kits of these two ships yet.
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Aoshima is up next with HMS Jupiter.

Next from Aoshima we have a pair of Japanese 
gun boats.

�e IJN light cruiser Kashii is next from 
Aoshima.

Aoshima is alao releasing the IJN light cruiser 
Katori.

Aoshima also has an IJN destroyer, the Hatsushimo.

Pit Road has �ve releases for us starting o� with the 
US Heavy Cruiser Vincennes.

Next up from Pit Road is the US Carrier Essex 
(CV-9)
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Pit Road is also releasing the US BB West Virginia.

Pit Road is re-releasing their �ne kit of the DKM Graf Spee. �is is the early version as she looked 
during her service in the Spanish Civil War.



Page 34

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2025

Pit Road is also releasing HMS Repulse in he 1941 con�guration.

Dragon is releasing a USN Dock Landing Ship, the USS New York.
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Back to Aoshima who are releasing the IJN Carrier Amagi and the JMSDF Ashigara.
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Moving on to 1/350 scale Takom is up �rst with a Floating Bridge/Pier.
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Fujimi is up next with two IJN Carriers, the Hiryu and the Shokaku. Both kits include crew �gures.

Border Models is releasing the IJN Yamato as she looked in 1945. �is one includes 3d printed 
parts.
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Last in the column is a 1/200 scale Mikasa from I 
Love Kit.
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Tracked Topics
By Panzer Lehr

Good pickins” for the small scale (1/72) tread 
heads this month. Ace is up �rst with an Italian 
105mm �eld piece.

Next from Ace is a Russian Tiger M with a 
Kornet-D rocket launcher.

Meng has 2 for us, an M2A3 Bradley Busk III and 
a Merkava 4.
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Vespid is releasing a KF51

Moving on to 1/35 scale AFV has two new ones for 
us, a Husky Mk 3 and an German M110AG.
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Hobby Boss has a new tool T-54 for us. Magic Factory has a kit of the US’s latest and 
greatest the M10 Booker.

Takom has a T-14 and a Jagdpanther G2
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RFM is releasing an M109A7

Tamiya is releasing a French H39

MiniArt is releasing a German 3 ton cargo 
truck

MiniArt is also releasing a Sdkfz 234/3.

YK D is releasing a type 97 Japanese truck.
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Moving on to shel buster scale (1/16) Das Werk 
is up �rst with a Leopard 2A7.

I Love Kit is releasing an MA38

�at’s all that �ts 
this month. Un-
til next go build a 
model!
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IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We’ve got some great modeller’s in this area and you 
can help the mother organization to 昀氀ourish by submi琀琀ing an article to the Journal.
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7801 N. Lamar Blvd.,  Ste B169, 

Austin, TX 78753

(512) 836-7388

kinginfo@kingshobbyshop.com

http://www.kingshobbyshop.com

Something for Everyone!
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Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

 IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and 
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim 
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now 
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local 
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows 
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a 
member to visit the shows or attend the club 
meetings!

     With IPMS/USA Membership, you will 
receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six 
times a year - it includes features on all 
modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor, 
automotive, ships, figures - you name it! You 
will also find listings of IPMS contests, swap 
meets, hints and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate 
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-
ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held 
each summer. As a member, you’ll also be 
able to access our online Discussion Board, 
where a wide variety of modeling topics are 
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other 
serious modelers for help with questions 
about modeling techniques or the Society in 
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/
USA Members.

Visit us at:  http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at:  http://www.shopipmsusa.
org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your 
membership application/renewal, please con-
tact the IPMS/USA
Officer Manager at    manager@ipmsusa.org

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA

Membership Application / Renewal Form

New � Renewal � IPMS#: _____________

Name: __________________________________________________

______

Address: _________________________________________________

_____

City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: 

_____________

Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: 

______________________________

Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________

Junior (17 years or younger) � $17.00 Date of Birth _________

AduIt One year � $30.00

Two years � $58.00

Three years � $86.00

Canada & Mexico � $35.00

Foreign Surface � $38.00

Family � Adult fee + $5.00

# of cards? ___

Your Signature: ______________________________________

If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:

Name: _______________________________ IPMS #: ______

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

Cash � Amount: ____________

Check� Check #: ______ Amount: ____________

Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:

� Local model club

� Friend

� Ad in IPMS Journal

� Facebook

� Ad in other magazine

� Internet search

� IPMS web site

� I’m a former member rejoining

� Other ____________

Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA

P.O. Box 1411

Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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Austin’s premier source for 
comics and gaming.

 
2438 W. Anderson Ln, 

Suite B-1 

Austin, TX 78757
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Endnotes


