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Brooklands Museum 
by G. R. Dennis Price 

 
The Brooklands Museum, southwest of London, England, caters to aviation, 
bus, car, and motorcycle enthusiasts. It is approximately a 15-minute walk 
from Weybridge railway station, on the Southwest Trains railway service be-
tween London-Waterloo and Farnborough. 
 
History: Brooklands was the worldôs first purpose-built motor racing circuit. 
Opening in 1907, the concrete track consisted of a 100-foot-wide, 2.75-mile-
long oval circuit, of which 1.25 miles were banked. The banking reached 
heights of up to 30 feet. An additional half-mile finishing straight bisecting the 
oval was also constructed. Numerous workshops were also constructed for 
the maintenance and repair of the various motors. The northwest part of the 
track parallels the railway tracks just south of Weybridge station and from the 
remaining parts, the track can still be seen.  
 
The track was used for numerous auto and motorcycle racing events,  
including the first 24-hour endurance race in 1907 as well as several record 
setting performances including the first-ever rider of a 350cc motorcycle to 
cover over 60 miles in an hour. George E. Stanley, on a Singer motorcycle in 
1912. Percy E. Lambert was the first person in a 4.5 litre Talbot to cover 100 
miles in an hour 15 February 1913.  
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Upcoming Events  

 
IPMS/USA Region VI Model Shows 

 
ModelFiesta 36, San Antonio , Texas                                                     2.18.17 

http://alamosquadron.com/modelfiesta.html 

Showdown 2017, Farmers Branch, Texas                                              3.04.17 
http://www.themcma.net/Club_Contests.php 

RiverCon VI, Bossier City, Louisiana                                                      3.11.17         
 http://www.ipmsredrivermodelers.org/ 

KCCON 2017, Kansas City, Kansas                                                       3.11.17 
  http://www.ipmsgreatplains.org/KCCon2017.aspx 

                   

 Local Club Meetings 
 
Alamo Squadron, San Antonio, Texas                                                    3.02.17 

 http://alamosquadron.com/meetings.html 
Austin Armor Builders Society, Austin, Texas                                         3.01.17                                 

http://www.austinarmorbuilders.com  

Austin Model Cars, Kingôs Hobby Shop, Austin, Texas                           3.02.17             
 
CenTex Scale Modelers, Killeen, Texas                                                  2.16.17 

     www.ctsms.org  
Hill Country Outlaws, Kingôs Hobby Shop, Austin, Texas                       3.11.17 
 
Lone Star Military Miniatures Society, San Marcos, Texas .                   3.11.17                                         
                          https://www.facebook.com/events/513518988858565/ 
 

Other Events 
 
Build Nô Bull Day, Kingôs Hobby Shop, Austin, Texas                             2.18.17 
 
ASMS Bi-Monthly Model Contest, Austin, Texas                                    2.16.17 

 
Lta{κ¦{! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎ  

LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ  
 

¢ƘŜ Lta{κ¦{! ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƪƛǘǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ȊƻƴŜǎΣ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ  
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ {ƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
¦{h ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
ŀŎǝǾŜ Řǳǘȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎŎŀǧŜǊŜŘ 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  
¢ƘŜ Lta{κ¦{! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǝƭǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ Wƻƴ 9ƳŜǊȅΦ Wƻƴ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ ŀƴȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 
 

ǿǿǿΦƳƻŘŜƭǎпǘǊƻƻǇǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
 

  

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons  
 
Randy Bumgardner, President  
president@austinsms.org  
Aaron Smischney, Vice-President  
vicepresident@austinsms.org  
Eric Choy, Finance Minister  
treasurer@austinsms.org  
Mike Lamm, Secretary  
secretary@austinsms.org  
Ben Morton, Newsletter Editor  
editor@austinsms.org  
Bonnie Chilton,  Assistant Editor  
Extraordinaire 
Ian Latham, Show Coordinator  
showcoordinator@austinsms.org  
Mike óHollywoodô Gilsbach, Webmaster  
webmaster@austinsms.org  
Jeff Forster, IPMS/USA Coordinator  
chaptercontact@austinsms.org  
Chris Chany, Rumpus and Hokum  
Abatement Director, Lifestyle  
Coordinator, and Master of Ceremonies 
 

 
Visit us on the web 

www.austinsms.org 
 

 
Our Sponsors 

 
Austin Armor  
Builders Society 
www.austinarmorbuilders.com 

 
 
 

www.kingshobbyshop.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.wmbros.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ctsms.org 
 

 
 
 

Phil Brandt (in memorium) 
 
Eric Choy            Angela Forster 
 
Jeff Forster         Russ Holm 
 
Rick Willaman    Jack Johnston 
 
Mike Krizan         Mike Poole     
 

Aaron Smischney      
 

Rick Herrington          
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http://www.ipmsgreatplains.org/KCCon2017.aspx
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https://www.facebook.com/events/513518988858565/
http://www.models4troops@gmail.com
http://www.austinsms.org
http://www.austinarmorbuilders.com
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Hello and welcome to February.  
 
Itôs the last full month of winter, unless, however, you are in Texas. As I write this, itôs 80 degrees outside and 
Spring has a head start this year. Itôs also the month containing Valentineôs Day, where buying a gift of a model 
for your significant other is a strict non-starter.  
 
This month, we at ASMS begin our not-so-quarterly contests. This month we will hold one of our rare open  
contests. Thatôs right, you can bring anything finished and enter it! I hope to see lots of models on the tables ï 
both complete and in-progress. Rumor has it that even I will be bringing some stuff along. Go figure. 
 
Speaking of contests, we also begin the show season here in Central Texas. Leading off, weôll be in San  
Antonio for ModelFiesta 36 on the 18th. This is always a good show with lots of vendors and lots of models on 
the tables. The theme for this year is ñEverything is Bigger in Texas!ò So, break out those big kits and get óem 
done. Letôs have a strong ASMS showing, and donôt forget to help with judging. Details for the show are on the 
Alamo Squadron (http://alamosquadron.com/modelfiesta.html) or the flyers Iôll bring to the meeting. The flyers are also 
available at Kingôs. 
 
Just another reminder that dues are still due. Everyone has until March 1st to get the discounted rates of 
$20.00 for a single and $25.00 for a family. After March 1st, the rates go up $5.00 to $25.00/single and $30.00/
family. In addition, once you pay your dues Iôll give you your membership discount card for Kingôs Hobby Shop. 
If I forget, corner me and Iôll fill one out for you. 
 
Thatôs it for this month, so go build something! Then, write it up for the newsletter! 
 
 

Randy 
 
 
 

Fiddly Bits                                                                                             Frank Seibert                       

 
 
ñMeet the new boss, same as the old boss.ò  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHhrZgojY1Q  Officer elections were 
held at the January meeting of ASMS and the former members of the executive board are the new members of 
the executive board. Randy Bumgardner (president), Aaron Smischney (vice-president), Eric Choy (finance 
minister), and Mike Lamm (secretary) were all re-elected for another two year term. 
 
As vice-president, Aaron is in charge of programs for our monthly meetings. Those programs range from  
presentations of  a modeling technique to guest speakers coming in for a chat. Aaron is going to continue the 
newsletter contest in a slightly different format. Anyone who gives a presentation, acquires a guest speaker, or 
otherwise provides a program at our monthly ASMS club meetings will have their name thrown into a hat. At the 
conclusion of the year, one name will be drawn from said hat and that individual will have their ASMS club dues 
paid for by Aaron. Sign-up early and often. And no, you canôt do the same presentation over and over.  
 
Selections were made at the January meeting for those that are participating in the Procrastinator Contest in  
June (maybe). You know who you are. Hang on to the list that you provided with your selection.  
We donôt want any shenanigans this year. 
 

 
Frank      

Peanut Brittle                                                                        Randy Bumgardner  

http://alamosquadron.com/modelfiesta.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHhrZgojY1Q


 
Motor racing was suspended during World War I as the 
facility was requisitioned by the War Office and used 
for aviation needs. Motor racing resumed in 1920 after 
extensive track repairs.  
 
The first British 
Grand Prix was held 
at Brooklands in 
1926. Motor racing 
and cycle racing, 
starting in 1930,  
continued until the 
outbreak of World 
War II in 1939, at 
which time the site 
was devoted to  
military aircraft  
production. 
 
Aviation activities at Brooklands began in 1908 with A.  
V. Roe carrying out the first taxi and towed flight trials 
of a British built, full-sized powered aircraft with a  
British pilot. However, the first official powered-flight at  
Brooklands was made by Louis Paulhan in his Farman 
biplane (both French) on October 29, 1909. 
 
In the summer of 1910, Britainôs first flying school 
(owned by Hilda Hewlett and Gustave Blondeau) 
opened at Brooklands. Both Roe and the Bristol  
Aeroplane Company also established flying schools 
there in 1910 with Vickers and Thomas Sopwith  
establishing flying schools there in 1912. 

During World War I, Vickers Aviation set up a factory at 
Brooklands and the location became a major center for 
the building, testing, and supply of military aircraft.  
Flying training was conducted by a Military Training 
School and several Royal Flying Corps squadrons 
Numbers: 1, 2 [Reserve], 8, 9, 10, and 23 [Reserve] 
were based there briefly.  
 
 
 
 

 
Guglielmo Marconi also conducted wireless  
communications trials at Brooklands, and achieved  
the worldôs first successful air-to-ground voice  
message transmitted and received over Brooklands in 
1915.  
 
In 1917, three Belfast-truss general service sheds 
(hangars) were constructed for assembly and testing of 
large numbers of new aeroplanes by an Aircraft  
Acceptance Park (No.10 AAP). This facility closed in 
1920. 

In 1931, Brooklands Aviation Ltd was formed to  
operate the airfield as well as the Brooklands School of 
Flying and the Brooklands Aero Clubhouse that was 
opened in 1932. The first flight of the Hawker  
Hurricane occurred at Brooklands on November 6, 
1935. During World War II the site was used for  
military aircraft production again, in particular the  
Vickers Wellington, Warwick, and the Hawker  
Hurricane.  
 
Despite extensive camouflaging and tree planting the 
Vickers factory was extensively damaged by Luftwaffe 
bombs on September 4, 1940 and the Hawker factory 
was slightly damaged by bombs on September 6,  
1940. This led to dispersal of the Vickers-Armstrong 
Design Department (including chief designer Rex 
Pierson and Barnes Wallis as well as several hundred 
staff). 

Following World War II, Brooklands was sold to  
Vickers-Armstrongs (in 1946) for continued aircraft  
production including the Vickers Viking, Valetta,  
Viscount, Vanguard, and VC-10. The facility became 
known more familiarly as Vickers-Armstrong 
Weybridge. The prototype Vickers Valiants were also 
built here. 
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In 1960, Vickers became part of the British Aircraft 
Corporation (BAC) responsible for the design and  
construction of the BAC 111 (with production later 
transferred to Hurn) and TSR-2 as well as major  
assemblies for Concord(e). However, lack of orders 
and cancellation of the TSR-2 resulted in factory  
contraction starting in the early 1970ôs. BAC became 
part of British Aerospace in 1977 and the factory 
closed in 1988-89. 
 
In 2004, the majority of the old airfield was sold.  
Buyers included DaimlerChrysler and Mercedes-Benz 
who have developed vehicle test-tracks, an off-road 
circuit, an extensive showroom, and a conference  
center. Numerous other retail establishments are also 
present. 
 
The present day museum area consists of an area of 
the northeast portion of the old circuit and includes the 
Memberôs Banking (the steepest part of the banking), 
the 1907 Finishing Straight, the 1907 Brooklands  
Automobile Racing Club Clubhouse, Members Hill 
Restaurant buildings, the 1909 Test Hill, the 1911 
Flight Ticket Office, and a 1940 Bellman aircraft  
hangar. It also includes a more recent wind tunnel. 
 
Click the link for an interactive map of Brooklands  
Museum.  
 

https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/interactive-map 

 
Cars and Motorcycles: The museum includes large 
displays of antique cars and motorcycles, with one 
large building dedicated to Grand Prix cars.  
 
One of the many displayed, in Summer 2016, included 
a 1912 Lorraine Dietrich 15-litre GP ñVieux Charles III.ò 
Believed to be sole survivor of four cars built for the 
1912 Dieppe Grand Prix. It was brought to Brooklands 
later, in 1912. 

 
 

 
Aston Martin is well represented with cars dating from 
1923. Among them is the Halford Special: a rebuilt 
short-chassis Aston Martin with an aero engine design. 
Raced at Brooklands in both 1925 and 1926, it came in 
4th in 1927 at the French Grand Prix. The car was  
broken up circa 1930, but later, with parts tracked 
down, it was rebuilt. It is presently still used for races, 
hill climbs, and sprint events. 

Also on display was the 1923 Aston Martin Special 
ñRazorblade.ò a single-seater, 1500 cc, 16-valve  
engine, with body built by De Havilland Aircraft  
Company. The radiator was fitted with driver-operated  
horizontal shutters to adjust water temperature. 
 

The late 1950s and early sixties are well represented. 
Among these is the 1959 Cooper T51, 2.5-litre,  
4-cylinder, rear-mounted engine, built for Formula 1 
and Formula 2 races. This was the first rear-engine car 
to win a World Formula 1 Championship (Jack  
Brabham 1959).] 
 
There are a number of other cars and motorcycles on 
display running the gamut from 1900 to the 1960ôs. 
Many of these early, historic cars are representative of 
the automobile industry and include everything from  a 
1900 Peugeot to a 1926 1.5-litre, straight-8, Delage 
that won the 1927 Grand Prix.  
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The collection of motorcycles is significant with early 
marks of Singer, Norton, and Triumph bikes on hand. 
Among them is the Brough Superior 11.50 motorcycle 
with sidecar. 

There are several pre-WWII workshop replicas at the 
museum, although many were not open at the time of 
my visit. There were a number of cars parked outside 
them, including a 1930 MG12-12 óboat-tailô, a 1955  
MG-TF1500, and 1953 MG-TD. 

 
London Bus Museum: The site is also home to the 
London Bus Museum, with over 35 displays of buses 
used in London and the surrounding areas. This new 
facility, largely funded by a grant from the National  
Lottery, was opened in 2011. The Brooklands Museum 
is unique in that many of their collection are running  
examples, often used during motorsport festivals. 

The earliest buses, horse-drawn, date to the late 
1800s. Another early bus is a 1922 Thomas Tilling  
Tilling-Stevens TS3A petrol-electric (hybrid-engine), 
double-decker. This bus had a petrol engine that 
charged an electric motor which drove the rear wheels 
without need of a gear-box.  

If you have an interest in buses, this area of the  
Brooklands Museum will give you able reason to visit.  
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