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Itôs Hot  
by Rick Cotton 

 
Itôs Hot! Not just hot, but Houston, Texas HOT!  The 100% humidity, 100-plus  
degree days sap oneôs strength, ambition, and interest in anything that is not 
an air-conditioned activity. There is a name for it: The Summer Doldrums. 
 
The last shows of late spring are over. Itôs time for the long, hot summer, and 
unless you went to Nationals, there isnôt much going on model-wise. Houston 
Automotive Modelers held their contest on the 1st of August, and you might 
have scared up a car or something like it.  
 
Last year I went, just because there wasnôt a darned thing else to do. This 
year, I have a truck I can enter, and I will, becauseébecause there isnôt a 
darned thing else to do! Last yearôs trophies looked like little gas pumps, Very 
cool, and Iôd love to get one, but that would just be gravy. 
 
How do you spend the doldrums, my fellow modeler? Do you continue  
working feverishly, cranking out kit, after kit, after kit regardless of day,  
season, or conditions? Or, do you take a break and reassess your state of 
the hobby? 

 
[continued on page four] 
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Upcoming Events  

 
 

IPMS/USA Region 6 Model Shows 
  
SuperCon 2016, Fort Worth, Texas                                                        9.10.16  

http://fortworthscalemodelers.org/SuperCon.html 

Sproo-Doo Model Show-Region VI Regional, Little Rock, Arkansas      9.24.16  
        http://www.casmodels.org/ 

Capital Classic, Austin, Texas                                                                 9.24.16 
http://www.austinsms.org/contest.php  

AutumnCon 2016, Covington, Louisiana                                               10.15.16                                  
http://www.northshoremodelers.net/show.html 

Lone Star Figure Show/ReaperCon 2016, Lewisville, Texas           10.20-23.16                        
https://reapercon.com/ 

 

 
Local Club Meetings 

 
 
Alamo Squadron, San Antonio, Texas                                                    9.01.16 

 http://alamosquadron.com/meetings.html 
Austin Armor Builders Society, Austin, Texas                                         9.07.16                                 

http://www.austinarmorbuilders.com  

Austin Model Cars, Kingôs Hobby Shop, Austin, Texas                          9.07.16              
 
CenTex Scale Modelers, Killeen, Texas                                                 8.18.16 

http://www.centexscalemodelers.org/ 

Hill Country Outlaws, Kingôs Hobby Shop, Austin, Texas                       9.03.16 
 
Lone Star Military Miniatures Society,                                                     9.10.16 

San Marcos Library, San Marcos, Texas                                                                  
 
 
  

 
Lta{κ¦{! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎ  

LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ  
 

¢ƘŜ Lta{κ¦{! ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƪƛǘǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ȊƻƴŜǎΣ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ  
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ {ƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
¦{h ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
ŀŎǝǾŜ Řǳǘȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎŎŀǧŜǊŜŘ 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  
¢ƘŜ Lta{κ¦{! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǝƭǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ Wƻƴ 9ƳŜǊȅΦ Wƻƴ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ ŀƴȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 
 

ǿǿǿΦƳƻŘŜƭǎпǘǊƻƻǇǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
 

  

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons  
 
Randy Bumgardner, President  
president@austinsms.org  
Aaron Smischney, Vice-President  
vicepresident@austinsms.org  
Eric Choy, Finance Minister  
treasurer@austinsms.org  
Mike Lamm, Secretary  
secretary@austinsms.org  
Ben Morton, Newsletter Editor  
editor@austinsms.org  
Bonnie Chilton,  Assistant Editor  
Extraordinaire 
Randy Bumgardner, Show Coordinator  
showcoordinator@austinsms.org  
Mike óHollywoodô Gilsbach, Webmaster  
webmaster@austinsms.org  
Jeff Forster, IPMS/USA Coordinator  
chaptercontact@austinsms.org  
Mike Poole, Membership Coordinator  
mpoole12@austin.rr.com 
Chris Chany, Rumpus and Hokum  
Abatement Director 
 

 
Visit us on the web 

www.austinsms.org 
 

 
Our Sponsors 

 
Austin Armor  
Builders Society 
www.austinarmorbuilders.com 

 
 
 

www.kingshobbyshop.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://
www.williamsbrothersmodelproducts.com/

planes.html 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.centexscalemodelers.org/ 

 

 

 

 
 

Phil Brandt (in memorium) 
 
Eric Choy            Angela Forster 
 
Jeff Forster         Russ Holm 
 
Rick Willaman    Jack Johnston 
 
Mike Krizan         Mike Poole     
 

Aaron Smischney      
 

Rick Herrington          

http://fortworthscalemodelers.org/SuperCon.html
http://www.casmodels.org/
http://www.austinsms.org/contest.php
http://www.northshoremodelers.net/show.html
https://reapercon.com/
http://alamosquadron.com/meetings.html
http://www.austinarmorbuilders.com
http://www.centexscalemodelers.org/
http://www.models4troops@gmail.com
http://www.austinsms.org
http://www.austinarmorbuilders.com
http://www.kingshobbyshop.com
http://www.williamsbrothersmodelproducts.com/planes.html
http://www.williamsbrothersmodelproducts.com/planes.html
http://www.williamsbrothersmodelproducts.com/planes.html
http://www.centexscalemodelers.org/


Fiddly Bits                                                                                        Frank Seibert  
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Peanut Brittle                                                                     Randy Bumgardner  

 
 
August is here. We are one month closer to our annual Big Show, the Capitol Classic. Think about how you 
want to help us out this year. We are always looking for sponsors and volunteers. Iôll bring the volunteer sign up 
sheets to the meeting this week. 
 
While I was out of town, I heard that San Antonio didnôt get the nod for the 2018 National Convention. Thatôs 
too bad. I think a Texas Nationals would have been a great thing. Itôs been awhile since the Nationals were in 
Texas. Hopefully another attempt will be made for the 2020 convention. The San Antonio/Houston team worked 
hard on the proposal, and deserve a big congratulations for a job well done. 
 
Iôm keeping this missive short this month. I literally just stepped off the plane from our return from Japan. I hope 
to see everyone at the meeting on Thursday with a project to share. 
 
Now go build a model. Or get some sleep if youôre jet-lagged. 
 
 

Randy 
 

Fiddly Bits                                                                                             Frank Seibert                       

 
Our annual model contest, The Capital Classic, is approaching faster than the law 
allows. Volunteers will be needed for judging, registration, setting-up tables (Friday 
evening), judging, vendor set-up (Saturday morning), judging, manning the raffle  
table, judging, and clean-up duty after the show. There are some other areas that 
need volunteers,  so volunteer. Sign-up sheets will be available at the meeting this Thursday and again prior to 

the actual event (September 24). Time to come to the aid of your model club. 
 
 
Speaking of which, if you are sponsoring a trophy (Best Star Trek, Best 1950ôs Interceptor, etc.) 
or trophy package (first, second, third) now would be the time to pay for it. Contact either Randy 
or the finance minister, Eric Choy, for your damages.  
 
 

The annual BBQ/Model Auction was an event not be missed. But if you did, you missed out.   
Oodles of neato models to be had, some BBQ from Rudyôs, and above all 
else stellar company.  
 
Ben Morton reports that he acquired a Combat Models vacuform kit of the 
He219 after a fierce bidding war for $2.00 dollars. The kit was donated to the 
auction by one of our pals from Centex Modelers in Killeen. The original 
Squadron Mail Order invoice was still in the box. The original price was 
$7.98. If Ben doesnôt get around to starting it between now and the annual 
Christmas party, you might wind up with a nice White Elephant kit. Be sure to 
look for the large box under the tree. And hope that you donôt go last!  
 
 

 
 

Frank 
 
 



 
Maybe itôs time for a workshop renovation. If your  
in-the-house workshop is already bright, neat and  
organized. Keep building. If you are not so organized, 
(like me), your workshop is in the garage, and maybe 
that renovation includes adding an air conditioner.  
 
That means you might just be able to stand your  
workshop in August. Adding an A/C unit was the  
second-smartest thing I ever did.  

Maybe that renovation includes a thorough, top-to-
bottom cleaning of said workshop. Get rid of the trash, 
beer bottles, empty paint containers, wadded up  
instructions, dog-eared copies of Penthouse, and 
whatnot. Wow! There is a bench under all that stuff! 
 
Maybe itôs time for a new chair. Or new lighting. Or a 
new lit magnifying device. Or new tools. 
 
Or, maybe itôs time, as you have been promising  
yourself for the past twenty years, to actually go 
through the spare parts box and organize it. Yeah, now 
thereôs a project! And, even better, it can be done  
inside, in the air conditioning, while your wife is  
watching Dancing With the Moderately-Well Known 
Has-Beens on television. My parts box began back 
when I had all my hair and still liked my first wifeésort 
of. Thatôs was a long time ago.  
 
It has parts stacked in it all the way to the top, some 
loose, some on sprues, some in chunks of  
sub-assemblies pulled from wrecks.  
 
Much of my personal modelling history is in that box. 
Digging through all that stuff will take time because as I 
unearth stuff, I will inevitably stop and wander down 
model-building Memory Lane. Oh, yeah! I remember 
that kit! It was a piece of junk!  And this one! The ex 
threw it at me! Thatôs why itôs here, or at least part of it 
is here. 
 
Organization. Thatôs the key! I need a whole bunch of 
other, smaller boxes.  

 
Tires in here, props in there, bombs and rockets here, 
turrets and mast parts in that one. Decal scraps, piles 
of them, line the bottom of the box. Put them all in 
plastic baggies. 
 
But above all, I must scrutinize each and every part, 
and think to myself: Do I really need to keep this?  
Really? Think long and hard, Amigo.  
 
Chances are, this part is on here, because you thought 
it stunk as a kit part, and you replaced it with a fancy, 
pricey, resin part. And itôs one of hundreds. Maybe if 
you have two or three hundred 1/72nd scale wheels, 
you can get rid of a few. Maybe you, like me, really 
donôt need three different Mustang bubble-top cano-
pies. Maybe you donôt need the top half of the wing to 
a P-38. Or the nose cone from a Tornado. Or the land-
ing gear strut from a...what the heck is this from? If you 
have to go to Google to figure out what that part came 
from, you can probably get rid of it. 
 

But donôt toss the rejects in the trash. Put them in a 
box. Bring them to the next club meeting, and stick a 
sign on the box that says ñfree parts.ò Then you get to 
watch with unbridled joy (does anyone ever have 
ñbridledò joy?) as your fellow modelers dig in the box 
like kids at Christmas: 
 
ñOooéI can use this!ò ñOn what?, I donôt know...but I 
can use it!ò 
ñWhat is it?  I donôt knowébut I can use it!ò 
ñUse it for what?  I donôt knowébut I can use it!ò 
 
And so on. Stuff thatôs clogging up your modeling life 
goes out the door. You make others happy, and clog 
up their modeling lives at the same time. What a nice 
gesture! 
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So this summer, when the birds are panting, dogs are 
chasing cats and they are both walking, fight the  
doldrums. Do something. Clean out something.  
Move something.  
 
Itôs too hot to do real work! 

 
 

Rick 
 
 
 

 

Web At Night: Rewind 

compiled by Jean-Michel DõAubigne 

 

Many who have been building scale models have  
collected a vast assortment of tools and modeling aids 
to help them on their way. After a while the  
modeler will wander into a drug store to get a few  
sundries for the home and stumbles upon the aisle 
with all the girl stuff. Mascara, eyeliner, lash curlers, 
emery boards...wait...emery boards? Is that the same 
thing as a sanding stick? Yes, it is.  
 
Our pals at Model Railroad Academy have put together 
a short video on the efficacy of shopping for modeling 
supplies in the beauty section of your local apothecary. 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUwxTKtW1j0 

 

 

 
Mike Burns of CenTex Scale Modelers, our modeling 
pals to the north, has updated their website. A lot.  
Oodles of cool photos of members work, some helpful 
links, and other associated modeling stuff.  
 

  
 http://www.centexscalemodelers.org/ 

 

 
Milton Bell has sent in a link of a cool video about what  
goes on inside an AC-130 gunship. There are some  
sequences of loading ammunition, engine start, taxiing, 
and what goes on inside during a live fire exercise.   
 

 
http://www.chonday.com/Videos/acinsbrut4 
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!{a{ vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ  

{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
 
 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мр                   .ƻƴŘƻ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ  
                                     /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ 
 

 
 
 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мр                   ²ƘƛǘŜ 9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ  

                                         /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ 
 
 

 
! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ YƛƴƎΩǎ Iƻōōȅ {ƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ  
ǘƘŜƛǊ  ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƳƻŘŜƭ  

ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘǎΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ξƘǧǇΥκκƪƛƴƎǎƘƻōōȅǎƘƻǇΦŎƻƳκ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUwxTKtW1j0
http://www.centexscalemodelers.org/
http://www.chonday.com/Videos/acinsbrut4
http://kingshobbyshop.com/


 
After I watched that video, I was curious to know what 
it might be like to be on the receiving end of all that 
firepower. Thanks to the internet, we can get an idea. 
Special Ops Squadron has created an AC-130  
Gunship simulation. This simulation imagines an attack 
on an enemy convoy.    

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clL9yZSbcE0 
 
 

 
Model Rectifier Corporation has acquired JTT &  
Partners. JTT & Partners have been among the  
leading makers of microscale scale (HO or 1/87th) 
scenery products. 
 
The company makes everything from potted plants and 
grassland mats to trees and turf. The item that really 
caught my eye was a kit of a section of grassland mat 
with all the plants and shrubs you would need for a 
complete scene. Just add figures or a model.  
 
There is also a line of street furniture. The street  
furniture thing threw me for minute. I have come to find 
out that street furniture means lamp posts and utility 
poles. Never even thought to call them that. JTT & 
Partners also have an interesting looking moon and/or 
water crater mat.      
 

 
http://www.jttmicroscale.com/ 

 
 

 
 
  

The 2016 version of the IPMS/USA National  
Convention is in the bag. Now its on to Tennessee  
and Arizona with a stop in Nebraska for the 2017  
convention. 
 
Which is not to say that things are completely over. 
Mark Aldrich and his minions were furiously  
photographing all the entries during the convention.  
 
These photos have been posted on the IPMS/USA 
website for your viewing pleasure. Be sure and allow 
plenty of time as there are gobs of wonderfully done  
models to peruse.  
 

 
http://svsm.org/gallery/columbia2016 

 
 
 

This item is courtesy of Milton Bell.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the first time since 1956, a B-29 named Doc roared 
into the sky celebrating a successful first flight Sunday, 
July 17, 2016. The flight lasted about seven minutes 
and the crew reported an overall successful flight. Doc 
took off from McConnell Air Force Base in Wichita, 
Kansas and returned to the same runway.  
 
Doc is joined in the air by FiFi. There are now two  
flying B-29ôs!  Doc is a very fine looking restored Super  
Fortress and this is a link to the site that has several 
videos. 

 
 

http://www.b-29doc.com/2016/07/18/video-first-flight-
success/ 
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Photo via Chuck ñ Obiwanò Konefsky 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clL9yZSbcE0
http://www.jttmicroscale.com/
http://svsm.org/gallery/columbia2016
http://www.b-29doc.com/2016/07/18/video-first-flight-success/
http://www.b-29doc.com/2016/07/18/video-first-flight-success/


 

As long as we are on the subject of restoration  
projects, Chuck ñObiwanò Konefsky sent in this link.  
Itôs a short film showing the process of the detail paint 
work on the conservation of the original U.S.S.  
Enterprise miniature.  

This miniature was used in all seventy-nine episodes 
of the original Star Trek television series. The detail 
paint work was done between the 11th and the 23rd of 
April, 2016 at the Smithsonian National Air and Space  
Museumôs Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center in Chantilly, 
Virginia.  
 
The model is now on display in the Boeing Milestones 
of Flight Hall at the National Air and Space Museum in 
Washington, District of Columbia.  

 
 

https://vimeo.com/176999007 

 
 
 

Jean-Michel 
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Support Your Local  
Hobby Shop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.kingshobbyshop.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hillcountryhobby.com/index.html 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hobbytown.com/ 

 

 
Fredôs Fun Facts: August 18 

 
In 1903, Karl Jatho, a German engineer, allegedly 
flies a powered airplane four months before the 
Wright Brothers.   
 

The 19th amendment of the U.S. Constitution is 
ratified in 1920. This guaranteed womenôs  
suffrage.  
 

The Hardest Day is fought on this day in 1940. 
Part of the Battle of Britain, this is the largest aerial 
battle to date with heavy losses on both sides.  
 

 
 

[suggested by Fred Horky, information by Wikipedia] Blame Keith Townsend, if you must. 

https://vimeo.com/176999007
http://www.kingshobbyshop.com/
http://www.hillcountryhobby.com/index.html
http://www.hobbytown.com/


 
Texas Air Museum, San Antonio 

by G. R. Dennis Price 
 
 
The Texas Air Museum, San  
Antonio Branch, is located at 
Stinson Municipal Airport. 
 
http://www.texasairmuseum.org/ 

 
 
 

Stinson Municipal Airport is the second oldest,  
continually operated, general aviation airport in the 
United States. It was established in 1915 by the  
Stinson family. It was used by the USAAF as a training 
base during World War II, but was then turned over to 
the City of San Antonio for general aviation use.  
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1924 Ford Model T Ambulance  

1910 Avro Triplane, 80% replica.  

Christofferson Biplane replica, used in Mexican 
Civil War in the early 1900's.  

1911 Curtis Model D replica, used in Mexican Civil 
War and flew against a Christofferson Biplane in the 

first aerial dogfight in the Americas.  

1979 Pietenpol Air Camper, RN1, with a five-
cylinder Lambert radial engine.   

Boeing P-26 mock up  

http://www.texasairmuseum.org/

