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Austin Scale Modelers Society 

(ASMS) is a chartered chapter 
of International Plastic  

Modelers Society (IPMS/USA).  

ASMS meets on the third 
Thursday of each month.  

Annual dues for full  

membership are $25/  

individual or $30/family. 

The views expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the 
authors. It is intended for  

educational purposes only. 
ASMS does not endorse the 
contents of any article. 
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Jam Up And Tamiya Tight 
by Rick Cotton 

 

T amiya. No other name speaks fit and engineering quite like Tamiya. The Tamiya model line has always meant quality. If one is willing to 
put in the effort, a Tamiya kit always yields a good result.  
 
So it was with a sense of ease and confidence that I accepted a commis-
sion to build Tamiyaôs 1/350th IJN Mogami heavy cruiser kit. In this case, 
it was the post-conversion vessel with a seaplane flying deck. 
 
The kit starts with a set of upper hull halves, a lower hull section, a bag of 
screws, nuts, and other assorted bits. The kit includes a waterline option, 
as well. However, my customer wanted the barnacle breeding grounds of 
a full hull.  
 
The hull halves are joined and attached to the lower hull without any fit 
issues whatsoever. Transverse bulkheads, which actually bolt to the 
sides, are added by Tamiya to make it a really solid build. The running 
gear was added next, except for the props and rudders. Those items 
would be attached later.                                                [continued on  page four] 
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Upcoming Events  

 

Model Shows 

CALMEX XXX, Lakes Charles, Louisiana                                               1.30.16                                   
http://ipmsswamp.com/calmex.html 

Model Fiesta 35, San Antonio, Texas                                                      2.20.16                             
http://www.alamosquadron.com/ 

RiverCon V, Shreveport, Louisiana                                                         3.12.16                            
http://www.ipmsredrivermodelers.org/events/ 

 

Local Club Meetings 
 
Alamo Squadron, San Antonio, Texas                                                  12.03.15                                 

www.alamosquadron.com/meetings.htm 
 

Austin Armor Builders Society, Austin, Texas                                       12.02.15                                  
http://www.austinarmorbuilders.com  

 
Austin Model Cars, Kingôs Hobby Shop, Austin, Texas                         12.03.15              

 
CenTex Scale Modelers, Killeen, Texas                                                11.19.15 

http://www.centexscalemodelers.org/ 
 

Hill Country Outlaws, Kingôs Hobby Shop, Austin, Texas                      12.05.15 
 
Lone Star Military Miniatures Society, Shady Hollow, Austin, TX          11.21.15                       

 

Other Events 
 

Build-N-Bull Day, Kingôs Hobby Shop, Austin, Texas                            11.21.15                                
 
 
 

 
IPMS/USA Support the Troops  

Initiative  
 

The IPMS/USA initiative was  
established to provide model kits, 

supplies and reference materials to 
our servicemen and women serving 

in combat zones, recovering in  
hospitals, and rehabilitating in  

specialized facilities.  
 

The program is expanding into other 
areas as well. Some local programs 

take place in USO facilities, some are 
centered around active duty  

personnel and are scattered across 
the country.  

 
The IPMS/USA Support The Troops 
program is still going full -tilt. The  
national program director is Jon  

Emery. Jon is accepting any and all  
contributions and is sharing them 

with all of the active programs 
around the country.  

 
www.models4troops@gmail.com   

  

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons  
 
Randy Bumgardner, President  
president@austinsms.org  
Aaron Smischney, Vice-President  
vicepresident@austinsms.org  
Eric Choy, Finance Minister  
treasurer@austinsms.org  
Mike Lamm, Secretary  
secretary@austinsms.org  
Ben Morton, Newsletter Editor  
editor@austinsms.org  
Randy Bumgardner, Show Coordinator  
showcoordinator@austinsms.org  
Mike óHollywoodô Gilsbach, Web-master  
webmaster@austinsms.org  
Milton Bell, IPMS/USA Coordinator  
chaptercontact@austinsms.org  
Mike Poole, Membership Coordinator  
mpoole12@austin.rr.com 
Chris Chaney, Rumpus and Hokum 
Abatement Director 

 
Visit us on the web 

www.austinsms.org 
 

 
Our Sponsors 

 
Austin Armor  
Builders Society 
www.austinarmorbuilders.com 

 
 

 

www.kingshobbyshop.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://
www.williamsbrothersmodelproducts.com/

planes.html 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.centexscalemodelers.org/ 
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Peanut Brittle                                                                     Randy Bumgardner  

 

H ello, my modeling compatriots! It's November and the holidays are just around the corner. Although, if you visit any retail outlets, you would think the holidays began around Labor Day, given the number of holiday 
displays strategically placed around said retail outlets. November also marks the biggest model show in the 
UK , Scale ModelWorld.  A delegation from our club went this year, and hopefully they can regale us with won-
drous tales from that faraway land at our next meeting.  
 
In more immediate news, we retained our date (the third Thursday of each month) on the library calendar for 
our meetings. As a famous show once stated, ñSame Bat-time, same Bat-channel.ò 
 
No doubt most of you have heard the latest hubbub within IPMS/USA Region 6. San Antonio, with help from 
some friends in Houston, are going to make a bid for the 2018 IPMS/USA Nationals. We can talk about it at the 
meeting this month, and hash through some of the details. They will be looking for volunteers, so think about 
helping out our fellow IPMS/USA mates to the South. 
 
Our annual holdiay festivities are swiftly approaching. They will be held the evening of Saturday, December 
12th at my house. Our esteemed editor will be producing maps with the pertinent information in the near future. 
We will be having a model gift exchange for the modelers, and a non-model gift exchange for those who 
choose not to participate in the model gift exchange. Frankly, I can't fathom why anyone wouldn't want a model. 
(My wife assures me that's not the only thing I can't fathom). The usual rules apply. It must be an unstarted kit, 
in good shape, and something you would want to receive. So, take an extra five minutes and actually open the 
box and check the contents. If anything has glue or paint on it, put it back on the shelf and try again. Granted, 
someone's garbage is another modelerôs  treasure and the reverse is also true. You may think that Starfix Fair-
ley Fruitbat is a gem of a kit, but the rest of us...not so much. Just be considerate. 
 
Last weekend, Ben Morton and I attended the Fly-In at the Pioneer Flight Museum. It was a cold, windy day 
and only two aircraft actually flew in but I had fun. I've never been there and it was a good time talking with peo-
ple and examining the aircraft. We will have a club table there next May and hopefully, more members will show 
up. 
 
Alright, enough of my rambling. Go build something and bring it to the meeting Thursday!          

Randy 

 

I f you havenôt visited our club website in a while you may want to head over there and take a look. The winners list for Capitol Classic 2015 has been posted. Photos are soon to follow. There are also some new additions to 
the Members Gallery. 
 
In order to increase the possible contenders for the Bondo Special award each year and to give the new guys in 
the club a chance, if you have some Bondo kits that are still unbuilt (and I know that you do) let Randy or myself 
know and some of those kits can be re-distributed. Who knows? They might actually get built. That was, after 
all, one of the stipulations that you agreed to for getting the kits in the first place. Honor your word. 
 
Here are some handy instructions for determining the suitability of that kit that youôre considering for the gift ex-
change at our upcoming Christmas Party (December 12). 1- Open the box, 2- Look in the box, 3- 
Determine if the kit has been started or not and that all the parts are still in the box., 4- Close the 
box, and 5- Gift wrap it nice. 

Frank   

Fiddly Bits                                                                                          Frank Seibert  



 
A little sanding at the beam ends of the hull and were 
ready for color. I sprayed the entire hull exterior a dark 
flat red. After letting this cure overnight, I masked off 
the lower portion of the hull, and sprayed everything 
above the waterline a very dark gray, almost a match 
for Testorôs Gunship Gray. 

With the exception of the clear parts and the  
seaplane parts, I used this same dark gray and primed 
every single sprue in the kit. Every part was completely 
sprayed while still on the sprue. After this had dried 
overnight, I gave all the gray parts (including the upper 
part of the hull) a dirty brownish-black sludge wash 
with a mixture of tempera paint, water, and a drop of 
liquid dish soap. This concoction breaks up water ten-
sion and aids with paint adhesion. The sprues were 
allowed to dry thoroughly.  
 
A slightly more brownish wash was applied to the low-
er portion of the hull and then that was allowed to dry. 
Wiping most of this wash off leaves a nice, dirty finish 
to the bottom of the hull. The wash was similarly wiped 
down on the upper hull until about two-thirds of it was 
gone. 
 
The decks of IJN cruisers of this period were covered 
with a dark brown linoleum and Tamiya just happens to 
have that particular color in their spray lacquer lineup. 
Imagine that! The Tamiya sprays are outstanding, and 
lay down smooth and flat with NO ñorange peel.ò 

 
I sprayed the linoleum areas with Tamiya ñLinoleum 
Deck Brown,ò and let that dry. Once it was completely 
cured, I picked out the metal sections and deck details 
with the dark gray. I also used a sharp, bright yellow 
Prismacolor pencil to pick out the brass strips between 
the linoleum plates. This produces a more subtle effect 
than might be encountered in real life on a weathered, 
hard-working ship in combat. 
 
The deck attaches to the hull with a combination of 
screws and nuts, plus application of liquid cement at 
appropriate areas. The fit is ñTamiya tight.ò 

My painting process for Japanese ships involves the 
following steps in this order: dark gray base, wash, dry 
brush with lighter gray paint, and pick out details with a 
very light gray Prismacolor pencil. The washed parts 
are snipped from the sprue, the attachment points 
trimmed and cleaned, and touched up with the base 
gray. All these parts were left to dry. 
 
The wash is removed in the direction of the flow of 
gravity. This results in some of that wash being pulled 
over the snipped and re-touched area, blending it in 
with the rest of the part. If you need to, you can re-
touch the wash as well, then wipe most of it off. 
 
The part is dry brushed, heavily, with a lighter version 
of the dark gray, again, in the direction of gravity (top 
to bottom). Finally, the details of the part are carefully 
picked out with a very light gray Prismacolor pencil. By 
turning the pencil on its side and sweeping it across,  
you can easily pick up the tread pattern on the steel 
decks, making them ñpopò out. This method is the rule, 
used for everything that is gray, including the hull. 
 
After wiping down and highlighting the hull, I added 
rust with four shades of brown, reddish brown and or-
ange, all added with a 0000 brush. Remember, no rust 
below the waterline. The area under the water general-
ly does NOT rust until it is exposed to air.  
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If your ship has been in dry docked for some time, or 
has underwater damage, it might have some hull rust 
under the waterline. Otherwise, no. 

I build ships in layers, deck by deck, working my way 
up and add photo etch as I add platforms. I also paint 
the photo etch while it is still on the fret. I add the piec-
es, then touch them up with a small brush when the 
glue has set. A bit of clear flat eliminates the glue spot 
shine and we move on. The perimeter railing is the last 
stuff added. It is too easy to mess up by reaching over 
it to work on something near the center of the ship. 
 
Speaking of 
metalénever 
trust the plas-
tic yardarms 
that come in 
any kit, includ-
ing Tamiya. 
They might 
look scale and 
thin, but that 
means they 
are flimsy. I 
replaced the yardarms with bits of thin piano wire  
attached with super glue. If you really want it sturdy, 
use five-minute epoxy, but watch out when applying 
that stuff. It tends to get everywhere. 
 
The funnel halves were filled and sanded after being 
joined, and the numerous pipes and details were at-

tached. The 
assembly at-
tached pre-
cisely to the 
deck. This 
being a Tami-
ya kit, every-
thing fit like a 
glove. So 
easy! 
 

The superstructure is a good one to tackle before try-
ing, say, a Kongo-class battleship. It has a typical IJN  

 
pagoda mast but with far fewer layers. The many opti-
cal sighting devices on each deck will have to be add-
ed. As these are a pain to remove from the sprue and 
clean up without breaking, I would suggest either after-

market parts or using a 
very sharp, new blade to 
cut them from the sprue. 
Photo etch railing was 
added to each platform 
as it was finished.  

 
The tower fit to the deck per-
fectly, with no muss nor fuss. 
Now, on to the seaplane 
deck! 
 
Mogamiôs conversion to sea-
plane cruiser came about after Midway. With the loss 
of so many carriers all at once the Japanese were 
forced to convert their remaining fast seaplane carri-
ers, Chitose and Chiyoda, to light fleet carriers. This  
deprived the IJN of some of its seagoing scouting  
aircraft. 

IJN doctrine, unlike their US opponents, depended 
highly upon seaplanes as scouts. Also, the lack of 
available carriers left space for combat aircraft aboard 
the only few available CVôs. Similar seaplane deck 
conversions were also done to battleships Ise and 
Hyuga. 
 
The kit catapults, although nice, went in the spares 
box. Photo etch, in this case Gold Medal Models, is the 
only way to go here. The catapults were folded, glued, 
touched up, and attached to the ship with super glue. 
They really look the part, like no plastic ever could. 
 
The kit provides some 17 seaplanes with a mix of 
ñPeteò biplanes and ñJakeò monoplanes.  
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